
Isolation Hospitals Act, 1893

(56 & 57 Vict.) CHAPTER 68.

An Act for enabling County Councils to promote the establishment of 
Hospitals for the reception of Patients suffering from Infectious 
Diseases.
[21st December 1893]

B E it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows:

1
Short title.

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as theIsolation Hospitals Act, 
1893.

2
Limits of Act.

2. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland, or to the 
administrative count of London, or to any county borough, or without 
the consent of the council of the borough to any borough containing, 
according to the census for the time being in force, a population of ten 
thousand persons or upwards, or to any borough containing a less 
population without the like consent, unless the Local Government Board 
by order direct that the Act shall apply to such borough.

3
County council to provide for establishment of isolation 
hospitals on application, &c.

3. The council of every county may, on such application being made to 
them, and proof adduced, as is in this Act mentioned, provide or cause 
to be provided in any district within their county a hospital for the 
reception of patients suffering from infectious diseases (in this Act 
referred to as ‘an isolation hospitalʼ).

4
Application, by whom to be made.



(1)
4.—(1.) An application to a county council for the establishment 
of an isolation hospital may be made by any one or more of the 
authorities, by this Act defined as local authorities, having 
jurisdiction in the county, or any part of the county; and any 
much application may be made in pursuance of a resolution 
passed at a meeting of such authority by a majority of the 
members assembled thereat, and voting in manner in which 
votes are required by law to be given at a meeting of the 
authority. Any such meeting shall be called together by notice 
given in manner in which notices of the meetings of the authority 
concerned are required to be given by law, and specifying the 
object of the meeting to be the making an application to the 
county council under this Act.

(2)
(2.) An application for the establishment of an isolation hospital 
may also be made by any number of ratepayers not less than 
twenty-five, in any contributory place as defined by this Act.

5
Application, how made.

(1)
5.—(1.) The application shall be made by petition, and shall state 
the district for which the isolation hospital is required, and the 
reasons which the petitioners adduce for its establishment.

(2)
(2.) The county council shall, by themselves, or by a committee 
of their body appointed for that purpose, consider the petition, 
and, if satisfied by the statements of the petition as originally 
prepared, or by any amendments made therein, that a prim facie 
case is made out for a local inquiry, they shall cause such inquiry 
to be made as to the necessity for the establishment of an 
isolation hospital.

6
Effect of report of medical officer of county.

6. The county council may direct an inquiry to be made by the medical 
officer of health of the county as to the necessity of an isolation hospital 
being established for the use of the inhabitants of any particular district 
in the county, and in the event of such medical officer reporting that 



such an hospital ought to be established for the use of the inhabitants 
of a district, may take the same proceedings in all respects for the 
establishment of such hospital as if a petition had been presented by a 
local authority for the establishment of an isolation hospital for the 
district named in the report of such medical officer of health.

7
Conduct of local inquiry.

7. The county council shall conduct the local inquiry into the necessity 
for the establishment of an isolation hospital, and as to the proper site 
for the hospital, and the district for which it is to be established (in this 
Act called the ‘hospital districtʼ), by a committee consisting of such 
number of their members, either with or without the addition of such 
other persons, or in such other manner as the council think expedient. 
All expenses properly incurred by any such committee shall be paid as 
herein-after directed. The local inquiry shall be held subject to such 
regulations and otherwise as the council thinks fit. Due notice of the 
time and place at which any inquiry is to be held by the county council 
shall be given in such manner as the county council may think the best 
adapted to inform any persons interested, and such persons may attend 
and state their case before the members appointed to conduct such 
inquiry.

8
Variation of district and appeal.

(1)
8.—(1.) Every hospital district constituted under this Act shall 
consist of a single local area, or two or more local areas, as 
defined by this Act.

(2)
(2.) The county council may vary any proposed hospital district 
by adding to it or subtracting from it any local area. A local area 
which is already provided with such isolation hospital 
accommodation as may in the opinion of the county council be 
sufficient for the reasonable exigencies of such area, shall not, 
without the assent of the local authority of such area testified by 
a resolution of such authority, be included in a hospital district 
under this Act.

(3)
(3.) If any local authority, having jurisdiction within any part of 



the proposed hospital district, object to the formation of such a 
district, or to the addition or subtraction thereto or therefrom of 
any local area within their jurisdiction, such authority may at any 
time within three months from the date of the order appeal to 
the Local Government Board, and the decision of such Board 
shall be conclusive.

9
Order as to dismissal of petition or constitution of district.

9. On conclusion of a local inquiry by the county council as to the 
necessity for the establishment of an isolation hospital, the county 
council shall make an order, either dismissing the petition, or 
constituting a hospital district, and directing an isolation hospital for 
such district to be established: Provided that the county council shall 
not take steps for the constitution of a hospital district for one or more 
contributory places forming a portion of a rural sanitary district within 
the jurisdiction of the county council, or for one local area, unless the 
sanitary authority of such place or places, or area, assent to the 
application, or are proved to the satisfaction of the county council to be 
unable or unwilling to make suitable hospital accommodation for such 
place, places, or area.

10
Hospital committee.

(1)
10.—(1.) When a hospital district has been constituted, a 
committee shall be formed by the county council. Any such 
committee may consist wholly of members of the county 
council, or partly of members of the county council and partly of 
representatives of the local area or areas in the district, or wholly 
of such local representatives. The county council shall make 
regulations for the election, rotation, and qualification, and for all 
other matters relating to the constitution of any such committee, 
subject to these qualifications, that where no contribution is 
made by the county council to the funds of the hospital, such 
committee shall consist, unless the constituent local authorities 
otherwise desire, wholly of representatives of the local area or 
local areas of the district, and that if any local authority within 
the hospital district feels aggrieved by the mode in which any 
such committee is constituted, it may appeal to the Local 



Government Board, and that Board may modify the constitution 
of any committee so formed by the county council in such 
manner as the Board think expedient and just.

(2)
(2.) A hospital committee shall have all such powers of acquiring 
land as are herein-after mentioned, also all such other powers of 
providing a hospital by purchase or otherwise, and managing 
and maintaining the same when so provided, as the county 
council may delegate to them: Provided that the county council 
shall retain to themselves the power of inspecting any such 
hospital, and of raising money by loan for the purposes of such 
hospital.

(3)
(3.) A hospital committee shall be a body corporate, having a 
perpetual succession and a common seal, under such name and 
style as may be conferred on it by the county council. It shall be 
capable of acquiring land, by devise, gift, purchase or otherwise, 
without licence in mortmain.

(4)
(4.) Where a hospital district is an area wholly or as to the 
greater part thereof under the jurisdiction of any corporate local 
authority, the county council may, if they think fit, invest such 
local authority with all the powers of a hospital committee under 
this Act, and thereupon such authority shall be deemed to be 
the hospital committee for such district, and shall exercise all 
the powers of such committee under its original corporate name.

11
Purchase of land for hospital.

11. Subject to any directions given by the county council, a hospital 
committee may purchase or lease any land, whether within or without 
the hospital district, for the purpose of erecting thereon an isolation 
hospital, and may exercise all the powers conferred on a sanitary 
authority by the provisions of the Public Health Act, 1875, and the Acts 
amending the same, relating to the purchase of lands. For the purposes 
of this section the provisions contained in sections one hundred and 
seventy-five to one hundred and seventy-eight (inclusive), and sections 
two hundred and ninety-six to two hundred and ninety-eight (inclusive), 
of the Public Health Act, 1875, shall, so far as consistent herewith, be 



incorporated with this Act.
12
Management of hospital, and regulations.

12. A hospital committee may from time to time, make all necessary 
rules and regulations for the conduct and management of their hospital 
and the patients therein.

13
Ambulances to be provided.

13. Every isolation hospital shall be provided with an ambulance or 
ambulances for the purpose of conveying patients to the hospital, and 
shall, so far as practicable, be in connexion with the system of 
telegraphs.

14
Additional hospital accommodation.

14. A hospital committee may, in expectation of or in the event of an 
outbreak of any infectious disease, provide any accommodation in 
addition to their existing accommodation, by hiring or otherwise 
acquiring, any buildings, tents, wooden houses, or other places for the 
reception of patients. A hospital committee may, in addition to, or 
instead of, providing a central hospital, establish within their district 
hospitals in cottages or small buildings, or otherwise as they may think 
expedient. A hospital committee may also, before they have established 
a permanent hospital or hospitals, provide for their district such 
temporary accommodation as is in this section mentioned.

15
Training of nurses.

15. Subject to any regulations made by the county council, a hospital 
committee may make arrangements for the training of nurses for 
attendance on patients suffering from any infectious disease, either 
inside or outside the hospital, and may charge for the attendance of 
such nurses outside the hospital; and the expenses of any such nurses, 
after deducting any profits derived from their services, shall be 
establishment expenses of the hospital, within the meaning of this Act.

16
Charges for patients.

(1)
16.—(1.) There shall be charged with respect to every person 
admitted into the hospital such sum as the hospital committee 



may think sufficient to defray the expenses in this Act defined as 
patients' expenses incurred in respect of such person; and there 
shall be added thereto, in the case of persons brought from 
beyond the hospital district, such sum as the committee may 
think fit, as a contribution to the structural and establishment 
expenses.

(2)
(2.) Persons desirous of being provided with accommodation of 
an exceptional character may be so provided on their 
undertaking, to the satisfaction of the committee, to pay for the 
same a sum fixed by the committee, and also to pay for all other 
expenses incurred in respect of their maintenance in the 
hospital, and all expenses so incurred in respect of such a 
patient are in this Act referred to as ‘special patients' expenses.̓

17
Classification of expenses.

(1)
17.—(1.) The expenses to be incurred in respect of any isolation 
hospital under this Act shall be classified as structural expenses, 
establishment expenses, and patients' expenses.

‘Structural expensesʼ shall include the original cost of providing the 
hospital, including the purchase (if any) of the site, and the furnishing 
such hospital with the necessary appliances and furniture required for 
the purpose of receiving patients; also any permanent extension or 
enlargement of the hospital, or any alteration or repair of the drainage, 
and any structural repairs; but shall not include ordinary repairs, 
painting, cleaning, or the renewal or keeping in order of the appliances 
and furniture, or the supply of new appliances or furniture.
‘Establishment expensesʼ means the cost of keeping the hospital, its 
appliances and furniture, in a state requisite for the comfort of the 
patients, also the salaries of the doctors, nurses, servants, and all other 
expenses for maintaining the hospital in a fit state for the reception of 
patients.
‘Patients' expensesʼ means the cost of conveying, removing, feeding, 
providing medicines, disinfecting, and all other things required for 
patients individually, exclusive of structural and establishment expenses.
(2)

(2.) All expenses incurred by a county council in and about the 



formation of a hospital district, including the costs of any 
inquiries, and the expenses of obtaining land and other 
preliminary expenses, shall be deemed to be structural 
expenses.

(3)
(3.) In the case of any doubt arising as to what are structural 
expenses, establishment expenses, or patients' expenses within 
the meaning of this Act, the decision of the hospital committee 
shall be conclusive.

18
Payment of expenses.

18. All expenses incurred by a county council or by a hospital committee 
under this Act, with the exception of patients' expenses and special 
patients' expenses, shall, when a hospital district consists of a single 
local area, be defrayed out of the local rate of that area. Where the 
hospital district consists of more than one local area, all the expenses, 
save as aforesaid, incurred by the hospital committee shall be paid out 
of a common fund to which all receipts shall be carried, and to which the 
local authorities in the hospital district shall contribute in such 
proportions as the county council by their order constituting the district 
may determine.
Section two hundred and eighty-four of the Public Health Act, 1875, 
shall apply to the sums to be contributed by the local authorities under 
this section as if the same were sums to be contributed by component 
districts and the hospital committee were a joint board under that Act.

19
Recovery of patients' expenses.

(1)
19.—(1.) Patients' expenses, in respect of any person who at the 
time of his reception into the hospital, or at any time within 
fourteen days previously, is or has been in receipt of poor law 
relief, shall be a debt due to the hospital committee from the 
guardians of the union from which he is sent, and shall be 
recoverable from them in a summary manner or otherwise.

(2)
(2.) Patients' expenses in respect of a non-pauper patient, shall 
be a debt due to the hospital committee, and recoverable in a 
summary manner from the local authority of the local area from 



which the patient is sent, and shall be paid out of the local rate.
(3)

(3.) Where a patient his been brought from a place beyond the 
hospital district, any additional charges made by the hospital 
committee in respect of such patient shall be recoverable as if 
they were part of the patients' expenses.

(4)
(4.) Special patients' expenses shall be a debt recoverable in a 
summary manner from the patient, or from the estate of the 
patient, in respect of whom the expenses have been incurred.

(5)
(5.) The expenses of the burial of any patient dying in the 
hospital shall be payable in the same manner in which the 
expenses of his maintenance are payable.

20
Power of county council to alter order.

20. A county council may, on the application of a hospital committee, 
and with the assent of any local authority concerned in such alteration, 
alter any order made by them for the establishment of a hospital.

21
Power of county councils to contribute to hospitals.

21. A county council may, where they deem it expedient so to do for the 
benefit of the county, contribute out of the county rate a capital or 
annual sum towards the structural and the establishment expenses of an 
isolation hospital, or to either class of such expenses.

22
Power to borrow money.

22. A county council may borrow on the security of the county rate, and 
in manner provided by the Local Government Act, 1888, any money 
required for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this 
Act; and any loans so borrowed, and any other money expended by 
them for the purposes of this Act, together with interest thereon at the 
rate of four pounds per centum per annum, shall be repaid to the county 
council out of the local rate, as in this Act directed; and, in the case of a 
loan, shall be repaid within a period not exceeding that within which the 
loan is repayable by the county council.

23
Treatment in hospital not to disqualify.



23. A person shall not by reason of his being admitted into and 
maintained in an hospital established in pursuance of this Act suffer any 
disqualification or any loss of franchise or other right or privilege.

24
Inquiries by Local Government Board.

24. Sub-sections one and five of section eighty-seven of the Local 
Government Act, 1888, shall apply in every case where the Local 
Government Board are authorised to determine any question on appeal 
to them.

25
Audit of accounts.

25. The provisions of sections two hundred and forty-five, two hundred 
and forty-seven, two hundred and forty-nine, and two hundred and fifty 
of the Public Health Act, 1875, as amended by the District Auditors Act, 
1879, shall apply to the accounts of any hospital committee, and of any 
officers or assistants of such committee, and to the audit of such 
accounts, as if such committee were an urban authority other than the 
council of a borough.

26
Definitions.

26. A ‘local areaʼ means in this Act any one of the following localities, 
that is to say, an urban sanitary district, a rural sanitary district, or any 
contributory place, or where a local area is included in more than one 
county, the part of the area included in each county.
A ‘contributory placeʼ has the same meaning in this Act as in section two 
hundred and twenty-nine of the Public Health Act, 1875.
A ‘local authorityʼ means in this Act, as respects an urban sanitary 
district, the urban sanitary authority; as respects a rural sanitary district, 
the rural sanitary authority, and in the case of any contributory place 
being a parish, the vestry or other authority in which the powers of the 
vestry may be vested by any Act of Parliament, and in the case of any 
other contributory place situated within the district of a rural sanitary 
authority, such rural sanitary authority.
The ‘local rateʼ means, as respects an urban or rural sanitary district or 
contributory place, the rate out of which expenses incurred in the 
execution of the Acts relating to public health are directed to be paid, 
and in the case of any contributory place theexpenses incurred in the 
execution of this Act shall be deemed to be special expenses.



The expression ‘infectious diseasesʼ in this Act has the same meaning 
as in the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, 1889,and the provisions 
of this Act shall apply to the infectious diseases specifically mentioned 
in that Act, and may be applied to any other infectious disease, by order 
of the county council, or any committee to whom they have delegated 
their powers under this section, in like manner as if such council or 
committee were a local authority acting under that Act


