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An Act for the better Regulation of Publick Notaries 
inEngland.

(41 Geo. 3) C A P. LXXIX.

[27th June 1801]

'WHEREAS it is expedient, for the better Prevention of illiterate and 
inexperienced Persons being created to act as, or admitted to the 
Faculty of Publick Notaries, that the said Faculty should be regulated 
inEngland; ' be it therefore enacted by the King's most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the  Authorityof the same, That, from and after the first Day ofAugust 
one thousand eight hundred and one, no Person in England shall be 
created to act as a Publick Notary, or use and exercise the Office of a 
Notary, or do any Notarial Act, unless such Person shall have been duly 
sworn, admitted, and inrolled, in Manner herein-after directed, in the 
Court wherein Notaries have been accuftomarily sworn, admitted, and 
inrolled.

II
No Person shall be admitted a Notary unless he shall have 
served as an Apprentice to a Notary or Scrivener for seven 
Years; and if bound after Aug. 1, 1801, unless Affidavit of the 
Execution of the Contract, &c. be made and filed in the proper 
Court.

II. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the said first Day 
ofAugust one thousand eight hundred and one, no Person shall be 
sworn, admitted, and inrolled, as a Publick Notary, unless such Person 
shall have been bound, by Contract in Writing or by Indenture of 
Apprenticeship, to serve as a Clerk or Apprentice, for and during the 
Space of not less than seven Years, to a Publick Notary, or a Person 
using the Art and Mystery of a Scrivener (according to the Privilege and 



Custom of the City of London , such Scrivener being also a Publick 
Notary), duly sworn, admitted, and inrolled, and that such Person, for 
and during the said Term of seven Years, shall have continued in such 
Service; and also unless every such Person who shall, from and after the 
said first Day of August , be bound by Contract in Writing or Indenture of 
Apprenticeship, to serve as a Clerk or Apprentice to any Publick Notary 
or Scrivener, being also a Publick Notary, shall, within three Months next 
after the Date of every such Contract or Indenture of Apprenticeship, 
cause an Affidavit to be made and duly sworn by one of the subscribing 
Witnesses, of the actual Execution of every such Contract or Indenture 
of Apprenticeship by such Publick Notary, or Scrivener (being also a 
Publick Notary), and the Person so to be bound to serve as a Clerk or 
Apprentice as aforesaid; and in every such Affidavit shall be specified 
the Names of every such Publick Notary or Scrivener (being a Publick 
Notary), and of every such Person so bound, and their Places of Abode 
respectively, together with the Day of the Date of such Contract or 
Indenture of Apprenticeship; and every such Affidavit shall be sworn and 
filed within the Time aforesaid, in the Court where the Publick Notary, to 
whom every such Person respectively shall be bound as aforesaid, shall 
have been inrolled as a Notary, with the proper Officer or Officers, or his 
or their respectively Deputy or Deputies, who shall make or sign a 
Memorandum of the Day of filing every such Affidavit on the Back or at 
the Bottom of such Contract or Indenture.

III
Such Affidavit shall be produced on the Admission of the party 
bound as a Notary.

III. And be it further enacted, That no Person who shall, after the said 
first Day ofAugust become bound as aforesaid, shall be admitted or 
inrolled a Publick Notary in the Court of Faculties for admitting and 
inrolling Publick Notaries, before such Affidavit shall be produced and 
openly read in such Court, at the Time of such Person's Admission and 
Inrolment.

IV
Officers for taking and filing Affidavits.

IV. And be it further enacted, That the following Persons shall be 
deemed and taken to be the proper Officers for taking and filing such 
Affidavits; (that is to say) the Master of the Faculties of his Grace the 
Lord Archbishop ofCanterbury in London , his Surrogate or 



Commissioners.
V
Officers filing Affidavits shall enter the Substance in a Book His 
Fee, 5 s.

V. And be it further enacted, That the Office filing such Affidavits as 
aforesaid, shall keep a Book, wherein shall be entered the Substance of 
such Affidavit, specifying Names and Places of Abode of every such 
Publick Notary, and Clerk or Person bound as aforesaid, and of the 
Person making such Affidavit, with the Date of the Contract or Indenture 
of Apprenticeship in such Affidavit to be mentioned, and the Days of 
swearing and filing every such Affidavit respectively; and such Officer 
shall be at liberty to take, at the Time offiling every such Affidavit, the 
Sum of five Shinings, and no more, as a Recompence for his Trouble in 
filing such Affidavit;and which Book shall and may be searched, in Office 
Hours, by any Person or Persons whomsoever, upon Payment of one 
Shining for such Search.

VI
No Publick Notary shall have any Apprentice, but while he shall 
actually practise.

VI. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the said first Day 
ofAugust , no Publick Notary or Scrivener, being also a Publick Notary, 
shall take, have, or retain any Clerk or Apprentice who shall become 
bound as aforesaid, after such Publick Notary or Scrivener, being also a 
Publick Notary, shall have discontinued or left off, or during such Time 
as he shall not actually practise or carry on the Business of a Publick 
Notary.

VII
Apprentice shall be actually employed seven Years in the 
Business.

VII. And be it further enacted, That every Person who shall, from and 
after the said first Day ofAugust , become bound by Contract in Writing 
or Indenture of Apprenticeship to serve any Publick Notary as hereby 
directed, shall, during the whole Time and Term of Service to be 
specified in such Contract or Indenture of Apprenticeship, or during the 
Time and Space of seven Years thereof at least (if bound for a longer 
Term than seven Years) continue and be actually employed by such 
Publick Notary, or Scrivener, being also a Publick, Notary, in the proper 
Business, Practice, or Employment of a Publick Notary.



VIII
If any Master shall die, or leave off Practice, or any Apprentice 
shall be legally discharged, &c.

VIII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if any such Publick 
Notary or Scrivener, being also a Publick Notary, to or with whom any 
such Person shall be bound, shall happen to die before the Expiration of 
such Term, or shall discontinue or leave off such his Practice as 
aforesaid; or if such Contract or Indenture of Apprenticeship shall, by 
mutual Consent of the Parties, be cancelled; or in case such Clerk or 
Apprentice shall be legally discharged before the Expiration of such 
Term, and such Clerk or Apprentice shall, in any of the said Cases, be 
bound by another Contract or Contracts, Indenture or Indentures in 
Writing, to serve, and shall accordingly serve in Mannerherein-before 
mentioned, as Clerk or Apprentice to any such Publick Notary or 
Scrivener (being also a Publick Notary) as aforesaid, during the Residue 
of the said Term of seven Years, then such Service shall be deemed and 
taken to be as good, effectual, and available, as if such Clerk or 
Apprentice had continued to serve as a Clerk or Apprentice for the said 
Term of seven Years to the same Person to whom he was originally 
bound; so as an Affidavit be duly made and filed of the Execution of 
such Second or other Contract or Contracts, within the Time and in like 
Manner as is herein-before directed concerning such original Contract.

IX
Before Admission Apprentices shall file Affidavits that they 
have really served seven Years.

IX. And be it further enacted, That every Person who, from and after the 
said first Day ofAugust , shall become bound as Clerk or Apprentice as 
aforesaid, shall, before he be admitted and inrolled a Publick Notary 
according to this Act, make before, and file with, the proper Officer 
herein-before for that Purpose mentioned, or cause the Publick Notary, 
to whom he was bound, to make and file an Affidavit that he hath 
actually and really served and been employed by such practising Publick 
Notary, to whom he was bound as aforesaid, during the whole Term of 
seven Years, according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act.

X
Notary who shall act or permit his Name to be used, for the 
Profit of any Person not entitled to act as a Notary, shall be 
struck off the Roll, on summary Application to the Court of 



Faculties.
X. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the said first Day 
ofAugust , if any Publick Notary shall act as such, or permit or suffer his 
Name to be in any Manner used for or on Account, or for the Profit and 
Benefit, of any Person or Persons not entitled to act as a Publick Notary, 
and Complaint shall be made in a summary Way to the Court of Faculties 
wherein he hath been admitted and inrolled, upon Oath, to the 
Satisfaction of the said Court, that such Notary hath offended therein as 
aforesaid, then and in such Case every such Notary so offending shall 
be struck off the Roll of Faculties, and be for ever after disabled from 
practising as a Publick Notary, or doing any Notarial Act, save and 
except as to any Allowance or Allowances, Sum or Sums of Money, that 
are or shall be agreed to be made or paid to the Widows or Children of 
any deceased Publick Notary or Notaries, by any surviving Partner or 
Partners of such deceased Notary or Notaries.

XI
Person acting as a Notary, for Reward, without being admitted, 
shall forfeit 50 l.

XI. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the said first Day 
ofAugust , in case any Person shall, in his own Name or in the Name of 
any other Person, make, do, act, exercise, or execute and perform, any 
Act, Matter, or Thing whatsoever, in anywise appertaining or belonging 
to the Office, Function, and Practice of a Publick Notary, for or in 
Expectation of any Gain, Fee, or Reward, without being admitted and 
inrolled, every such Person for every such Offence, shall forfeit and pay 
the Sum of fifty Pounds, to be sued for and recovered in Manner herein-
after mentioned.

XII
Proviso in favour of Persons bound on or before Jan. 1, 1801, for 
seven Years, to any Notary or Scrivener who have actually 
served seven Years, though not bound by Contract, &c.

XII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That this Act, or any 
Thing herein contained, shall not be taken or construed to exclude any 
Person from being sworn, admitted, and inrolled a Publick Notary, in the 
accuftomable Court aforesaid, who hath, on or before the first Day 
ofJanuary one thousand eight hundred and one, been bound by 
Contract in Writing or Indenture of Apprenticeship, to serve as a Clerk or 
Apprentice to any Publick Notary or Scrivener, being also a Publick 



Notary, or any Person who shall have actually served in the Capacity of 
Clerk or Apprentice to any Publick Notary or Scrivener, being also, a 
Publick Notary, for the Term commencing before the first Day of January 
one thousand eight hundred and one, for the Term of not less than 
seven Years, notwithstanding such Person shall not have been bound by 
Contract in Writing or Indenture of Apprenticeship, or that such Term of 
seven Years shall not expire till after the said first Day of August; and 
provided that such Clerk or Apprentice shall, within six Months after the 
passing of this Act, enter into and become bound by Contract in Writing 
or Indenture of Apprenticeship, to any such Publick Notary, and shall 
actually serve for the Remainder of the Term of seven Years: Provided 
always, That an Affidavit shall be previously made and filed, in Manner 
herein-before directed of such actual Service for any Term not less than 
seven Years, to any such qualified Notary or Scrivener; and every such 
Person may, after the Expiration of such Term of seven Years, and 
Affidavit of such Service having been previously made and filed as 
before directed, be sworn, admitted, and inrolled to be a Publick Notary, 
in the same Manner as Persons to be admitted, sworn, and inrolled 
Publick Notaries, are hereby required to be sworn, admitted, and inrolled 
respectively; any Thing in this Act, contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding.

XIII
Persons applying for a Faculty to become Notaries within the 
Jurisdiction of the Company of Scriveners in London, shall 
previously take their Freedom of the Company.

XIII. 'And whereas the incorporated Company of Scriveners ofLondon , 
by virtue of its Charter, hath Jurisdiction over its Members being 
resident within the City of London , the Liberties of Westminster , the 
Borough rough ofSouthwark , or within the Circuit of three Miles of the 
said City, and hath Power to make good and wholesome Laws and 
Regulations for the Government and Controul of such Members, and the 
said Company of Scriveners practising within the aforesaid Limits, and it 
is therefore expedient that all Notaries resident within the Limits of the 
said Charter, should come into and be under the Jurisdiction of the said 
Company;' be it therefore enacted, That all Persons who may hereafter 
apply for a Faculty to become a Publick Notary, and practise within the 
City of London and the Liberties thereof, or within the Circuit of three 
Miles of the same City, shall come into and become Members, and take 



their Freedom of the said Company of Scriveners, according to the 
Rules and Ordinances of the said Company, on Payment of such and the 
like Fine and Fees as are usually paid and payable upon the Admission of 
Persons to the Freedom of the said Company, and shall, previous to the 
obtaining such Faculty, be admitted to the Freedom of the said 
Company, and obtain a Certificate of such Freedom, duly signed by the 
Clerk of the same Company for the Time being, which Certificate shall 
be produced to the Master of Faculties, and filed in his Office prior to or 
at the Time of issuing any Faculty to such Person to enable him to 
practise within the Jurisdiction of the said Company.

XIV
Act shall not extend to Proctors, Secretaries to Bishops, &c.

XIV. Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby enacted, That nothing in this 
Act contained shall extend, or he construed to extend, to any Proctor in 
any Ecclesiastical Court inEngland; nor to any Secretary or Secretaries 
to any Bishop or Bishops, merely practising as such Secretary or 
Secretaries; or to any other Person or Persons necessarily created a 
Notary Publick for the Purpose of holding or exercising any Office or 
Appointment, or occasionally performing any publick Duty or Service 
under Government, and not as general Practitioner or  Practitioners;any 
Thing herein-before contained to the contrary notwithstanding: 
Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be 
construed to exempt any Proctor, being also a Publick Notary, from the 
Pains, Penalties, Forfeitures, and Disabilities, by this Act imposed upon 
any Publick Notary, who shall permit or suffer his Name to be, in any 
Manner, used for, or on Account, or for the Profit and Benefit, of any 
Person or Persons, not entitled to act as a Publick Notary.

XV
Nor to prevent Persons already admitted as Notaries, from 
acting as such.

XV. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall 
extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent any Person who, on or 
before the passing of this Act, shall have been admitted as a Publick 
Notary, from acting as a Publick Notary, or using or exercising the Office 
of a Notary in any Manner, or doing any Notarial Acts whatever.

XVI
Recovery and Application of Penalties.

XVI. And be it further enacted, That all pecuniary Forfeitures and 



Penalties imposed on any Person or Persons, for Offences committed 
against this Act, shall and may be sued for and recovered in any of his 
Majesty's Courts of Record atWestminster , by Action of Debt, Bill, 
Plaint, or Information, wherein no Effoign, Protection, Privilege, Wager of 
Law, or more than one Imparlance shall be allowed, and wherein the 
Plaintiff, if he or she shall recover any Penalty or Penalties, shall recover 
the same for his or her own Use, with full Costs of Suit.
‘Limitation of Actions against Persons for Matters done in Pursuance of 
this Act; three Months. General Issue. Treble Costs. &par; 17.̓ ‘Publick 
Act. &par; 18.̓

Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as 
thePublic Notaries Act, 1801


