
Lunacy Acts Amendment Act, 1885

(48 & 49 Vict.) CHAPTER 52.

An Act to amend the Law relating to Lunatics.
[6th August 1885]

Whereas it is expedient to amend the law relating to lunatics: Be it enacted by the 
Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows:

1
Short title and extent.

1. This Act may be cited as theLunacy Acts Amendment Act, 1885.
2
Removal of lunatics to workhouse in cases of urgency.

2. Where, under the Lunatic Asylums Act, 1853, it shall be the duty of any relieving 
officer, overseer, or constable to give notice to or lay information before a justice 
as to any pauper who is or is deemed to be a lunatic, or as to any person 
wandering at large who is deemed to be a lunatic, or as to any other person 
deemed to be a lunatic who is not under proper care or control, or is cruelly 
treated or neglected by any relative or other person having the care or charge of 
him, or to apprehend and take any such person wandering at large before a 
justice, and the relieving officer, overseer, or constable is satisfied that it is 
necessary for the public safety, or the welfare of the alleged lunatic, that before 
such notice or information can be given or laid, or the alleged lunatic can be 
brought before the justice, the alleged lunatic should be placed under care and 
control, the relieving officer, overseer, or constable may remove the alleged lunatic 
to the workhouse of the union in which the alleged lunatic is, and the master of the 
workhouse shall, unless there is no proper accommodation in the workhouse for 
the alleged lunatic, receive and relieve and detain him therein but no person shall 
be so detained for more than three days; and before the expiration of that time the 
relieving officer, overseer, or constable shall give the notice to or lay the 
information before the justice as to such alleged lunatic, or bring him before the 
justice, as the said Act requires.

3
Removal of lunatics to workhouse under justice's order.

(1)
3.—(1.) In any case where, under section sixty-seven or section sixty-eight 
of the Lunatic Asylums Act, 1853, an order might be made for the removal 
of a lunatic to an asylum, hospital, or licensed house, and the justice or 



justices shall be satisfied that it is expedient for the welfare of the lunatic 
or for the public safety that the lunatic should be forthwith placed under 
care and control, such justice or justices, if it shall appear to him or them 
that there is proper accommodation for such lunatic in the workhouse of 
the union in which the lunatic is, may make an order for taking the lunatic 
to and receiving him in the said workhouse.

(2)
(2.) An order under this section shall be deemed to authorise the 
detention of the lunatic for a period not exceeding fourteen days from its 
date; after which such detention shall not be lawful, except under the 
conditions mentioned in section twenty of the Lunacy Acts Amendment 
Act, 1862 .

(3)
(3.) In any case where the justice or justices make an order for the removal 
of the lunatic to an asylum, hospital, or licensed house, an order under 
this section may also be made to provide for the detention of the lunatic 
until he can be removed as aforesaid; but such an order shall not be 
deemed to authorise the detention of the lunatic in the workhouse for 
more than fourteen days.

(4)
(4.) An order under this section may be made by any justice or justices of 
the peace having jurisdiction in the place where the lunatic is.

4
Construction of Act.

4. This Act shall be construed as one with the Lunatic Asylums Act, 1853, and the 
Acts amending that Act, and expressions used in this Act shall according to the 
subject-matter in each case have the same meaning as in those Acts, save as in 
this Act otherwise provided.
In this Act ‘unionʼ includes a parish for which there is a separate board of 
guardians.


