
Anno Regni G E O R G II III. Decimo Quarto.

An Act for regulating Madhouses.

(14 Geo. 3) C A P. XLIX.

'WHEREAS many great and dangerous Abuses frequently arise from the present 
State of Houseskept for the Reception of Lunaticks, for want of Regulations with 
respect to the Persons keeping such Houses, the Admission of Patients into them, 
and the Visitation by proper Persons of the said Houses and Patients: And 
whereas the Law, as it now stands, is insufficient for preventing or discovering 
such Abuses;' may it therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted; and be 
it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, Thatfrom and after the 
twentieth Day ofNovember , one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, if any 
Person or Persons, in that Part of Great Britain called England , the Dominion of 
Wales , or Town of Berwick upon Tweed , shall, upon any Pretence whatsoever, 
conceal, harbour, entertain, or confine, in any House or Place, kept for the 
Reception of Lunaticks, more than one Lunatick, at any one Time, without having 
such Licence for that Purpose, as is herein-after directed (except such Lunaticks 
as are committed by the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain , or Lord Keeper, or 
Commissioners for the Custody of the Great Seal for the Time being), every such 
Person shall, for every such Offence, forfeit and pay the Sum of five hundred 
Pounds.

II
Royal College of Physicians in London, on the last Day of Sept. yearly, 
may elect five Fellows for granting Licences, &c.

'II. And, in order that proper Persons may be appointed for visiting such Houses as 
shall be licensed and kept for the Reception of Lunaticks, within the Cities 
ofLondon and Westminster , and within seven Miles of the same, and within the 
County of Middlesex ,' be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the 
President and Fellows of the Royal College of Physicians in London for the Time 
being, at a General Meeting of the said College, to be held upon the last Day of 
September , or if that Day falls upon Sunday , then upon the first Day of October , 
in every Year, shall elect five Fellows of the said College for granting such 
Licences as aforesaid, within the said Cities of London and Westminster , and 
within seven Miles of the same, and within the said County of Middlesex , 
according to the Directions of this  Act; and the said five Fellows, so elected, shall 
be, and are hereby declared to be, Commissioners for granting such Licences 



within the Limits aforesaid, for the Year then next ensuing; provided that two, at 
least, of the said Fellows, to be so elected, shall be Persons who have not acted as 
Commissioners for the preceding Year; and that no Person whatsoever shall be 
capable of being elected, or of acting as a Commissioner, for more than three 
Years successively.

III
If a sufficient Number of Fellows be not qualified, &c. a Licentiate may 
act, &c.

III. And be it further enacted, That in case, at any Time of Election, there shall not 
be found a sufficient Number of Fellows qualified or willing to act as 
Commissioners, the said President and Fellows are hereby required, upon every 
such Deficiency, to elect one or more from among the Licentiates to supply the 
same.

IV
In case of Death, &c. President to call a Meeting for the Election of 
another Commissioner.

IV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That as often as any of the 
Commissioners, to be elected as aforesaid, shall die, or refuse to act, the said 
President is hereby required to call a Meeting of the said Fellows, within fourteen 
Days next aster such Death or Refusal shall be known to the said President, in 
order to elect a Commissioner in the Room of every Commissioner who shall so 
die, or refuse to act; and every Commissioner, so to be elected, shall be, and is 
hereby vested with the same Power and Authority, in all Respects whatsoever, as 
the Commissioner in whose Place he shall be chosen was vested with.

V
Every Commissioner to take the following Oath.

V. And be it further enacted, That every Person who shall be elected a 
Commissioner to act within the Cities ofLondon and Westminster , and within 
seven Miles of the same, and within the County of Middlesex , as aforesaid, shall, 
within ten Days after such Election, take the following Oath; (that is to say)
'IA. B. do swear, That I will faithfully and impartially execute all the Trusts 
committed unto me, by virtue of an Act of Parliament, made in the fourteenth Year 
of the Reign of King George the Third, intituled, An Act for regulating Madhouses ; 
and that I will not, directly or indirectly, give Notice, or cause Notice to be given to 
the Keeper, or Person having the Care of any House or Place licensed for the 
Reception of Lunaticks, of the Time of Visitation of such House or Place.

So help me G O D.'
Which Oath it shall and may be lawful for the President of the College of 
Physicians for the Time being to administer to every such Commissioner, so to be 
elected as aforesaid, upon the Day he shall be so elected, or within ten Days 
afterwards: And in case any Person who shall be elected a Commissioneras 
aforesaid, and who shall be summoned by the President of the said College to 
attend the said President to take the said Oath, at such Time as shall be 



mentioned in such Summons, shall refuse or neglect to attend, or attending, shall 
refuse to take the said Oath, he shall forfeit and pay the Sum of five Pounds, to be 
applied to the Use of the said College.

VI
Commissioners Meetings to be in the College Hall, &c.

VI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the said 
Commissioners, so to be elected as aforesaid, or any three or more of them, shall 
meet in the Hall, or some other convenient Place in the said College, as often as 
they shall think fit, so as such Meetings do not interfere with the Meetings of the 
Board of Censors, nor with any other General Meeting of the College of 
Physicians; and that at all Meetings of the said Commissioners to be holden for the 
Purposes of this Act, the Commissioner who is of the longest standing in the 
College shall be the Chairman.

VII
Treasurer of the College to be Treasurer for the Purposes of this Act.

VII. And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of the said Collect for the Time 
being shall be the Treasurer for the Purposes of this Act; and that the said 
Commissioners, or any three or more of them,shall, at some Meeting, to be holden 
within fourteen Days next after they shall be elected as aforesaid, chuse and 
appoint a proper Person to be their Secretary for the Year then ensuing; and such 
Secretary shall be paid such Salaryor Gratuity, for his Trouble and Attendance in 
the Execution of his Office, by the said Treasurer, as the said Commissioners, or 
any three or more of them, shall order and direct; and every such Secretaryshall, 
at the next Meeting of the said Commissioners after he shall be so appointed, take 
the following Oath:
'IA. B. do swear, That I will faithfully execute all such Trusts as shall be committed 
to my Charge, as Secretary to the Commissioners for executing an Act of 
Parliament, made in the fourteenth Year of the Reign of King George the Third, 
intituled, An Act for regulating Madhouses ; and that I will keep secret all such 
Matters as shall come to my Knowledge, in the Execution of my Office, (except 
when required to divulge the same by legal Authority.)

So help me G O D.'
VIII
Time of the Commissioners annual Meeting for granting Licences.

VIII. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners, or any three or more 
of them, shall meet annually on the thirdWednesday in the Month of October , or 
within ten Days afterwards, in order to grant Licences to Persons for keeping 
Houses for the Reception of Lunaticks for one Year, from the twentieth Day of 
November then next ensuing, within the said Cities of London and Westminster , 
and within seven Miles of the same, and within the said County of Middlesex ; but 
Notice of the Place, and of the Day and Hour of every Meeting for granting such 
Licences, shall always be published three several Times in the London Gazette , 
before the Day of Meeting for granting any such Licences (which Licences they 



are hereby required to grant to all  Personswho shall desire the same); and all 
Licences to be granted by the said Commissioners shall be duly stamped with a 
five Shillings Stamps, and shall be under the Hands and Seals of three or more of 
the said Commissioners, for each of which Licences there shall be paid to the said 
Secretary, by the  Personapplying to take out the same, the Sums following; (that 
is to say) For each and every House wherein there shall be kept any Number of 
Lunaticks, not exceeding ten, the Sum of ten Pounds; and for each and every 
House wherein there shall be kept above ten, the Sum of fifteen Pounds, and no 
more, over and above what shall have been paid for the said Stamp; which Money 
shall be paid over by the said Secretary to the said Treasurer; and the further Sum 
of six Shillings and Eight-pence, and no more, shall be paid on every such Licence 
to the said Secretary for his Fee.

IX
No Licence to authorise any Person to keep more than one House; and to 
be in Force only one Year.

IX. Provided always, That no one Licence shall authorise any Person or Persons to 
keep more Houses than one for the Reception of Lunaticks; nor shall any Licence, 
to be granted by virtue of this Act, continue in Force for any longer Time than for 
one Year.

X
No Commissioner, while in Office, to keep any House for Lunaticks, &c. on 
Penalty of 50 l.

X. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That no Commissioners, to 
be appointed as aforesaid, shall, directly or indirectly, during the Time he shall be 
a Commissioner, be interested in keeping any House for the Reception of 
Lunaticks, upon Pain of forfeiting, for such Offence, the Sum of fifty Pounds.

XI
President to summon Commissioners Attendance for the First Meeting.

XI. And be it further enacted, That the President of the said College of Physicians 
for the Time being shall, and is hereby required to cause Summons to be sent to 
the said several Commissioners, requiring them to attend at the first Meeting aster 
they shall be appointed Commissioners, as aforesaid; all which Summons shall be 
sent by the Beadle, or such other Person belonging to the said College, as the said 
President shall think proper; and shall be left at the respective Houses, or usual 
Places of Abode, of each Commissioner.

XII
Two Commissioners may call a Meeting.

XII. Provided nevertheless, That in case any two Commissioners shall, at any Time 
or Times, think proper to call a Meeting of the said Commissioners, such two 
Commissioners may themselves cause the like Notice to be given, and to be sent, 
in Manner aforesaid, to the other Commissioners, requiring their Attendance at 
such Time and Place as shall be expressed in such Notice.

XIII



Chairman to have the casting Vote.
XIII. Provided always, That at all Meetings of the said Commissioners in the 
Execution of this Act, in case of an Equality of Votes, the Chairman shall have the 
casting Vote.

XIV
Commissioner to visit and inspect licensed Houses.

XIV. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners, or any three or more 
of them, either by themselves or with their Secretary, as they shall think fit, shall, 
and they are hereby required, once at least in every Year, and whenever required 
by the Lord High Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, or Commissioners for the Custody of 
the Great Seal, or by the Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King's Bench, or by the 
Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for the Time being, to visit and 
inspect all such Houses as shall have been licensed by them, as aforesaid, 
between the Hours of Eight and Five in the Day-time; and may, in like Manner, at 
any other Time or Times, within the Hours aforesaid, visit and inspect all such 
Houses as often as they, or any three or more of them, shall think necessary, and 
shall have, at all such Times, Liberty and Power to continue in such House, and to 
examine the Persons confined as Lunaticks therein, for such Time as they shall 
think proper.

XV
At such Visitation the Commissioners are to make Minutes of the State of 
Houses.

XV. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners, or their Secretary, 
shall, at every such Visitation, make Minutes, in Writing, of the State and Condition 
of all such Houses which they shall so visit, as to the Care of the Patients therein, 
and all such other Particulars as they shall think deserve their Notice, together 
with their Observations thereupon; all which Minutes shall, within one Week next 
after such Visitation, be by the said Secretary entered, by way of Report, in a 
Register to be kept by him in the said College of Physicians for that Purpose, and 
the same shall be read to, and signed by, the said Commissioners, or any three or 
more of them, at their next Meeting; but no Minute which tends to impeach the 
Character of any House shall be so entered, unless such Minute shall have been 
previously signed by three or more of the said Commissioners, who shall have 
been present at such Visitation; and in case the Commissioners,upon their 
Visitation, shall discover any Thing that, in their Opinion, shall deserve Censure or 
Animadversion, they shall, in that Case, report the same; and such Part of their 
Report, and no more, shall be hung up in the Censors' Room of the College, to be 
perused and inspected by any Person who shall apply for that Purpose.

XVI
Keepers within London or Westminster, &c. refusing Admittance, to 
forfeit their Licence.

XVI. And be it further enacted, That in case the Keeper of any House or Place for 
the Reception of Lunaticks, within the Cities ofLondon or Westminster , or within 



seven Miles Distance thereof, or within the County of Middlesex , shall refuse all or 
any of the said Commissioners, act the Time of their Visitation, Admittance into 
such House or Place as aforesaid, with or without their Secretary, the Master or 
Keeper of such House or Place shall, for such offence, forfeit his Licence.

XVII
Commissioners to keep an exact Account of their Proceedings.

XVII. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners, or any three or more 
of them, shall, from Time to Time, cause an exact Account to be kept of all their 
Proceedings; and all such Accounts shall be entered in the same Register as the 
Minutes taken at their Visitations are directed to be entered as aforesaid; and the 
said Register shall be lodged in the College of Physicians in a strong Chest or Box, 
which said Chest or Box shall be under the Care of the Beadle or House-keeper 
belonging to the said College, and shall be carefully locked up, from Time to Time, 
by the Secretary to the said Commissioners, and the Key thereof kept by such 
Secretary; which said Register shall be deemed to belong to the said 
Commissioners, and the Key of the said Chest or Box shall be delivered over to 
every succeeding Secretary, whenever the former Secretary shall go out of Office, 
and be kept by such succeeding Secretary in Manner aforesaid, for the Use of the 
said Commissioners.

XVIII
President of the College to inspect the Register in Presence of the 
Secretary.

XVIII. Provided always, That the President of the said College shall have Liberty to 
inspect the said Register, from Time to Time, as often as he shall think proper, 
provided such Inspection be made at the College, and in the Presence of the 
Secretary to the said Commissioners.

XIX
On Application to the Commissioners, for Information concerning 
consigned Persons, the Secretary is to make Search.

XIX. And be it further enacted, That if any Person shall apply to one of the 
Commissioners, in order to be informed whether any particular Person or Persons 
have been consigned in any of the said licensed Houses, and the said 
Commissioners shall think it reasonable to permit such Inquiry to be made, and 
shall sign an Order, directed to the Secretary for that Purpose; he, the said 
Secretary, is hereby required, upon the Receipt of such Order, to make Search 
upon his Papers: And if it shall appear, upon such Search, that the Person or 
Persons so enquired after have been consigned in any of the said Houses, the said 
Secretary shall immediately acquaint the Persons so applying with the Name of the 
Keeper in whose House, and also the Names of those by whose Direction and 
Advice, such Person or Persons have been so consigned.

XX
One Guinea to be paid, on each Inspection, to each Commissioner;

XX. And be it further enacted, That the said Treasurer shall, and is hereby required 



to pay to each of the said Commissioners for every Time they shall, in Obedience 
to this Act, or any Requisition therein contained, visit and inspect any such 
licensed House or Place, as aforesaid, within the Limits aforesaid, the Sum of one 
Guinea; and shall also pay and discharge all such reasonable Expences of the said 
Commissioners as they shall, from Time to Time, incur in the Execution of this Act; 
and the said Treasureris hereby required, from Time to Time, to keep an exact and 
true Account of all Monies by him received and disbursed in relation to this Act, 
and shall enter such Account in a Book to be kept for that Purpose; which Book 
shall be lodged in the Box or Chest where the Register of the Proceedings of the 
said Commissioners is directed to be kept, as aforesaid; which Accounts shall be 
produced to the President of the said College, when required by the said President 
and Elects, to be examined and settled by them; and if, upon such Examination, 
the said Accounts shall appear to be just and reasonable, the same shall be 
allowed and signed by the said President, and at least four of the Elects, and shall 
be by the said President reported, together with the other Accounts, at the next 
General Meeting of the said College; and the said Account, being so allowed, 
signed, and reported, shall be a full Discharge to the said Treasurer for so much 
Money as shall in such Account appear to have been disbursed by him, on account 
of the Execution of this Act.

XXI
Notice to be given, within three Days after Admission of Patients, to the 
Secretary by the Keeper.

'XXI. And, in order that the said Commissioners may know when any Patient is 
received into any such licensed House or Place, as aforesaid,' be it further enacted 
by the Authority aforesaid, That the Keeper of every such licensed House or Place 
within the said Cities ofLondon and Westminster , and within seven Miles of the 
same, and within the said County of Middlesex , is hereby required, within the 
Space of three Days after any Patient shall be received into any such licensed 
House or Place (except such pauper Lunaticks as shall happen to be sent there by 
Parish Officers), to cause Notice thereof to be given to the Secretary to the said 
Commissioners, which Notice shall contain the Name of every such Person 
received as a Lunatick into such House or Place, the Name or Names, and Place or 
Places of Abode, of the Person or Persons by whose Direction such Lunatick was 
sent to such House or Place, and also the Name and Place of Abode of the 
Physician, Surgeon, or Apothecary, by whose Advice such Direction was given; all 
which  Noticesshall be sent sealed up, directedTo the Secretary to the 
Commissioners for licensing Houses for the Reception of Lunaticks, to be left with 
the Beadle of the College of Physicians in London; all which Notices the said 
Beadle is hereby directed to receive, and to deliver to the said Secretary, within 
two Days after the same shall come to his Hands; and the Secretary is hereby 
required to file and preserve all such Notices, and also to enter, or cause a Copy or 
Extract thereof to be entered, in the Register, within two Days after the Receipt of 
such Notices; and every Keeper of any such licensed House or  Place, who shall 







admit, harbour, entertain, or confine, any Person as a Lunatick, without having an 
Order, in Writing, under the Hand and Seal of some Physician, Surgeon, or 
Apothecary, that such Person is proper to be received into such House or Place as 
a Lunatick, or shall receive any Lunatick into any such House or Place, having such 
Order, and shall not give Notice thereof to the Secretary of the said 
Commissioners, within the Time, and in the Manner aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay 
the Sum of one hundred Pounds.

XXII
No more than one Lunatick to be kept in any House, except in such as are 
licensed.

'XXII. And, in order that such Houses or Places for the Reception of Lunaticks as 
are not situated within the Limits aforesaid may be put under some Regulation,' be 
it further enacted, That no House, which is not within the said City ofLondon , or 
within seven Miles of the same, or within the said County of Middlesex , shall be 
kept for the Reception of more than one Lunatick, unless such House or Place 
shall be licensed by the Justices of the Peace, at some Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace to be holden for the County or Place wherein such House or Place shall be 
situated.

XXIII
Justices to grant Licences at General Quarter Sessions; and receive for 
every House keeping not exceeding to Lunaticks, 10 l. and for above that 
Number 15 l.

XXIII. And be it further enacted, That the Justices of the Peace, at any General 
Quarter Sessions of the Peace, to be holden for any such County or Place, are 
hereby authorised and required to grant Licences to such Person and Persons as 
shall apply for that Purpose, such Person or Persons paying for each Licences the 
Sums following; (that is to say) for each and every House, wherein there shall be 
kept any Number of Lunaticks, not exceeding ten, the Sum of ten Pounds, and no 
more; and for each and every House, wherein there shall be kept above the 
Number of ten Lunaticks, the Sum of fifteen Pounds, and no more; and that no one 
Licence shall authorise any Person or Persons to keep more Houses than one for 
the Reception of Lunaticks, nor shall any such Licence be granted for any longer 
Term than for one Year; and the said Justices shall, at the Time of granting such 
Licences as aforesaid, nominate and appoint two Justices of the Peace for the said 
County, and also one Physician, to visit and inspect all such Houses as shall be 
licensed by such Justices as aforesaid; and the said Justices and Physicians, so 
nominated and appointed, or any two of them, whereof the Physician to be one, 
may, and are hereby authorised and impowered to visit, in the Day-time, every 
House so licensed, within the County where such House or Place shall be so 
licensed, as often as they shall think fit.

XXIV
Justices, at Visitations, to make Minutes of the Conditions of Houses; 
which Minutes are to be entered, by Way of Report, by the Clerk; and a 





Copy sent to the Secretary.
XXIV. And be it further enacted, That the said Justices and Physician, so 
nominated, or such of them as shall visit any licensed House as aforesaid, may, at 
every Visitation, if they think necessary, make, or cause to be made, Minutes, in 
Writing, of the State and Condition of every House which they shall visit, as to the 
Care of the Patients therein, and all such other Particulars as they shall think 
deserve their Notice, together with their Observations thereupon; all which 
Minutes shall be entered, by way of Report, in a Register to be kept for that 
Purpose, by the Clerk of the Peace for the County where such House or Houses 
shall be licensed as aforesaid, a Copy whereof shall, from Time to Time, be sent by 
the said Clerk of the Peace to the Secretary to the said Commissioners, to be by 
him inserted in a separate Register; which Register shall be kept in the same Box, 
and in the same Manner, as the Register belonging to the said Commissioners is 
herein-before directed to be kept; and the said Clerk of the Peace shall be paid 
such Sum and Sums of Money for his Trouble in the Execution of this Act as the 
said Justices shall order and direct; and all Money to be paid for such Licences as 
shall be granted by the said Justices of the Peace, as aforesaid, shall be paid to 
the Clerk of the Peace, as aforesaid, who shall keep an Account thereof, in a Book 
or Books to be kept for that Purpose, and shall account for the same to the said 
Justices, as often as he shall be required so to do; and all Expences attending the 
Execution of this Act, (except within the Cities ofLondon and Westminster , and 
within seven Miles thereof, and also except within the said County of Middlesex ) 
shall be defrayed out of such Money as aforesaid, in such Manner as the said 
Justices shall, from Time to Time, within their respective Counties, order and 
direct.

XXV
Clerk of the Peace to take the Secretary's Oath.

XXV. And be it further enacted, That at such General Quarter Session, when such 
Justices and Physician shall be appointed as aforesaid, the Clerk of the Peace 
shall take the like Oath as is appointed by this Act to be taker by the Secretary of 
the Commissioners.

XXVI
Keepers refusing Admittance to the Justices and Physician, to forfeit 
their Licence.

XXVI. And be it further enacted, That be case the Keeper of any House or Place 
for the Reception of Lunaticks, not being within the said City ofLondon or 
Westminster , or within seven Miles of the same, or within the said County of 
Middlesex , shall, in the Day-time, refuse the said Justices and Physician, on such 
Visitation, Admittance, at any Time or Times, into such House or Place as 
aforesaid; the Master or Keeper of such House or Place shall, for such Offence, 
forfeit his Licence.

XXVII
If a Keeper do not give Notice of the Receipt of a Lunatick, within 14 Days, 



he shall forfeit 100 l.
XXVII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Keeper of any 
House or Place for the Reception of Lunaticks, not being within the said City 
ofLondon or Westminster , or within seven Miles of the same, or within the said 
County of Middlesex , shall, and is hereby required, to give such Notice, as 
aforesaid, of the Receipt of every such Lunatick (except such pauper Lunaticks as 
shall happen to be sent there by Parish Officers) to the Secretary to the 
Commissioners, at the College of Physicians aforesaid, within the Space of 
fourteen Days from the Time of such Lunatick's being received into any such 
House or Place; and every Keeper of any such licensed House or Place, who shall 
admit, harbour, entertain, or confine, any Person as a Lunatick, without having an 
Order in Writing, under the Hand and Seal of some Physician, Surgeon, or 
Apothecary, that such Person is proper to be received into such House or Place as 
a Lunatick, or shall receive any Lunatick into any such House or Place, having such 
Order, and shall not give Notice thereof to the Secretary of the said 
Commissioners, within the Time, and in the Manner aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay 
the Sum of one hundred Pounds.

XXVIII
No Licence to be granted to any Person, without Recognizance in 100 l. 
with Sureties.

XXVIII. And be it further enacted, That no such Licence shall be granted as 
aforesaid, either by the said Commissioners or Justices of the Peace, as aforesaid, 
unless, upon granting such Licence, the Person to whom such Licence is granted 
shall enter into Recognizance to the King's Majesty, his Heirs and Successors, in 
the Sum of one hundred Pounds, with two sufficient Sureties, each in the Sum of 
fifty Pounds, or one sufficient Surety in the Sum of one hundred Pounds, under the 
usual Conditions, for the good Behaviour of such Person during the Time for which 
such Licence shall be granted.

XXIX
The Chancellor to order the Commissioners, or Justices, to inspect 
licensed Houses, and to make Report;

XXIX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Lord High 
Chancellor ofGreat Britain , or Lord Keeper, or the Commissioners for the Custody 
of the Great Seal, or the Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King's Bench, or the 
Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for the Time being, may, at any 
Time or Times, by any written Order, directed to the Commissioners appointed by 
this Act, or to the Justices of the Peace and Physician, appointed Visitors, at any 
General Quarter Session, require the said Commissioners, or any three or more of 
them, or the said Visitors, or any two of them, to visit or inspect any House or 
Houses so licensed; and also to make a Report to him or them, touching such 
Matters as they shall, in such Orders, be directed to inquire into, or as they shall 
think deserving his or their   LordshipsNotice; and the said Lord High Chancellor, 
or Lord Keeper, or Commissioners for the Custody of the Great Seal, or Lord Chief 





Justice of the Court of King's Bench, or theLord Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas, may also, at any Time or Times, by a like Order, send for, and 
inspect the Register or Registers so to be kept as aforesaid; and may summon and 
examine all or any of the Persons concerned in the Execution of this Act, as often 
as shall be thought necessary and proper; and in case they, or any of them, shall 
not obey all such Orders as aforesaid, within two Days after the Receipt of the 
same, and shall not shew sufficient Cause to the contrary, every Person, so 
offending, shall be deemed guilty of a Contempt of the Court of Chancery, Court 
of King's Bench, or Court of Common Pleas, as the Case shall be.

XXX
Not to extend to publick Hospitals.

XXX. Provided always, and it is hereby declared, That nothing in this Act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to any of the publick Hospitals within this 
Kingdom.

XXXI
Proceedings to be justified in Course of Common Law.

'XXXI. And whereas it is not intended by this Act to give the Keepers of any House 
or Houses, so to be licensed as aforesaid, or any other Person concerned in 
confining any of his Majesty's Subjects therein, any new Justification from their 
being able to prove that the Persons so consigned have been sent there by such 
Direction and Advice as are required by this Act;' be it therefore declared and 
enacted, That in all Proceedings that shall be had under his Majesty's Writ 
ofHabeas Corpus , and in all Indictments, Informations, and Actions, that shall be 
preferred and brought against any Person or Persons, for confining or ill-treating 
any of his Majesty's Subjects, in any of the said Houses, the Parties complained of 
shall be obliged to justify their Proceedings, according to the Course of the 
Common Law, in the same Manner as if this Act had not been made.

XXXII
Penalties and Forfeitures how to be recovered and applied.

XXXII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all Penalties and 
Forfeitures which shall be incurred within the said Cities ofLondon or 
Westminster , or within seven Miles of the same, or within the said County of 
Middlesex , for Offences against this Act, shall and may be sued for and recovered 
in any of the Courts of Record at Westminster , by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or 
Information, by the President of the said College for the Time being, in the Name 
of the Treasurer belonging to the said College, at any Time within six Calendar 
Months aster the Offence committed; and all such Penalties and Forfeitures, when 
recovered, shall, and are hereby directed to be paid to the said Treasurer; and 
shall be applied (except such Penalties and Forfeitures as are otherwise directed 
to be applied by this Act) in Manner following; (that is to say) one Moiety of all 
such Penalties and Forfeitures shall go to the Informer, and the other Moiety 
towards defraying the Expences attending the Execution of this Act: And all 
Penalties and Forfeitures which shall be incurred for Offences against this Act, not 





within the said Cities of London or Westminster , or within seven Miles of the 
same, or within the said County of Middlesex , shall and may be sued for and 
recovered by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, by and in the Name of the 
Clerk of the Peace for the County where any such Offence shall be committed; and 
all such Penalties and Forfeitures, when recovered, shall be applied, one Moiety to 
the Informer, and the other Moiety for defraying the Expences attending the 
Execution of this Act, within such County.

XXXIII
Limitation of Actions.

XXXIII. And be it further enacted, that if any Action or Suit shall be commenced or 
brought against any Person or Persons, for any Thing done in pursuance of this 
Act, the same shall be commenced within six Calendar Months next aster the Fact 
committed; and shall be laid or brought in the County, City, or Place, where the 
Cause of Action shall have arisen, and not elsewhere; and the Defendant or 
Defendants, in every such Action or Suit, shall and may, at his Election, plead 
specially, or the General Issue, Not guilty; and give this Act, and the Special 
Matter, in Evidence, at any Trial to be had thereupon, and that the same was done 
in pursuance and by the Authority of this Act: And if the same shall appear to be 
so done, or that such Action or Suit shall be brought in any other County, City, or 
Place, or shall not have been commenced within the Time before limited for 
bringing the same; that then the Jury shall find a Verdict for the Defendant or 
Defendants; and, upon a Verdict being so found, or if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs shall 
be nonsuited, or discontinue his, her, or their Action or Suit, aster the Defendant or 
Defendants shall have appeared; or if, upon Demurrer, Judgment shall be given 
against the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, then the Defendant or Defendants shall recover 
Treble Costs, and have such Remedy for recovering the same as any Defendant or 
Defendants hath or have in any other Cases by Law.

XXXIV
Publick Act.

XXXIV. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall be deemed and taken to be a 
Publick Act; and be judicially taken Notice of as such by all Judges, Justices, and 
others Persons whomsoever, without specially pleading the same.

XXXV
Continuance of this Act,

XXXV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That this Act shall 
continue in Force for the Term of five Years, and from thence to the End of the 
then next Session of Parliament,
Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as theMadhouses 
Act, 1774


