
Anno Regni GEORGII III. Regis Magn Britanni, Franci, & Hiberni, 
secundo.

An Act for the keeping regular, uniform and annual Registers of all 
Parish Poor Infants under a certain Age, within the Bills of Mortality.

(2 Geo. 3) C A P. XXII.

'W H E R E A S the keeping regular, uniform and annual Registers of all Parish Poor 
Infants under four Years of Age, within the Bills of Mortality, may be a Means of 
preserving the Lives of such Infants;' May it therefore please your Majesty, that it 
may be enacted; and Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, Thatthe 
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of every Parish within, the Bills of 
Mortality, or some one or more of them, shall, on or before the first Day ofJuly in 
the present Year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-two, provide, or cause to 
be provided, at the Expence of their respective Parish, one Book of Royal Paper; 
and the Book belonging to such respective Parish wherein there is or shall 
Workhouse, Hospital, or other House or Place provided for the Maintenance of the 
 Poor, shall, in every Page, be ruled with distinct Columns, and the Title of each 
Column shall be wrote or printed in such Page, agreeable to the Schedule 
hereunto annexed, marked (A); and the Book belonging to each respective Parish 
wherein there is not, nor shall be, any such Workhouse, Hospital-house or Place, 
shall, in every Page, be ruled with distinct Columns, and the Title of each Column 
shall be wrote or printed in such Page, agreeable to the Schedule hereunto 
annexed, marked (B).

II
All Infants under 4 Years of Age, which shall be in any such Workhouse, 
&c.

II. And be it further enacted, by the Authority aforesaid, That the said, 
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, or some one or more of them, shall 
enter, or cause to be entered, in the Book belonging to their respective Parish, and 
provided in pursuance of this Act, all the Infants under the Age of four Years, 
which, on the said first Day ofJuly , shall be in the Workhouse or Workhouses, 
Hospital or Hospitals, or other House or Houses, Place or Places, provided for the 
Maintenance of the  Poorof each Parish, respectively, or under the Care of the said 
Churchwardens or Overseers of the Poor, with the Times when they were received, 
their Names, Age, and whatever Description relates to them, as far as can be 
traced, being agreeable to the Schedules annexed.



III
as shall also all Infants under the said Age, which shall be brought to the 
Workhouse, or be under the Care of the Churchwardens, after the said 
Day.

III. And be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from and after the said first 
Day ofJuly all Infants under the Age of four Years, who shall be brought to any 
Work-house or Hospital-house, or Place provided for the Maintenance of the Poor, 
or be under the Care of the said Churchwardens or Overseers of the Poor, in their 
respective Parishes, or any of them, shall be, by the said Churchwardens or 
Overseers of the Poor, or some one or more of them, or by the Direction or 
Command of some one or more of them, entered regularly in the Book aforesaid, 
with the Times of their Admittance, and all Circumstances relating to them, 
agreeable to the Titles and Heads of the Columns in the said Schedules mentioned 
and set forth.

IV
The first annual Register is to commence on the said 1 July, and end on 31 
Dec. ensuing; and afterwards to commence on 1 January, and end on 31 
December following.

IV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the first annual 
Register hereby intended and directed to be kept, shall shall commence on the 
said first Day ofJuly , and shall end on the thirty-first Day of December ensuing; 
and, after that Time, the said annual Register shall commence the first Day of 
January , and end the thirty-first Day of December following.

V
At the Expiration of each Year, all Infants under the Age aforesaid, then 
living and registered, and not discharged, shall be transferred to the 
Register for the ensuing Year, previous to any further Entry;

V. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid; That after the Expiration of 
each Year, the Names of all the Infants under four Years of Age, then living and 
registered in the said annualRegister, and not discharged from being under the 
Care of the Churchwardens or Overseers of the Poor, shall be transferred to the 
Registers for the Year ensuing, under their proper Dates of Reception, and under 
the Description in which they stand in the preceding Registers, previous to any 
further Entry; so that each annual Register shall contain a full and distinct Register 
of the whole Number of Infants under the Age above-mentioned, under the Care of 
the Parish at that Time, as well as the Children received under the said Age, in the 
current Year, without being intermixed or blended with the Deaths or Discharges 
of any in the preceding Years.

VI
and be signed by the Vestry, Churchwardens, Overseers, Vestry Clerk, 
and Master of the Workhouse, where there are any such.

VI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the said annual 
Registers, and every of them, shall be signed within thirty Days after the Expiration 



of each respective Year by the Vestry, or any five of them, and by the 
Churchwardens, Overseers, Vestry Clerk, and Master of the Work-house, for the 
Time being; and where there is no Vestry or Vestry Clerk, by the Churchwardens, 
Overseers, and Master of the Work-house; and where there is no Master of the 
Work-house, by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor.

VII
Infants received before baptized, or known to be so, shall be baptized 
within 14 Days after; and be named, if not known, by the Churchwardens 
and Overseers, and registered accordingly;

VII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That in case any Infant is 
received into the Workhouse, or under the Care of the said Churchwardens or 
Overseers of the Poor, before the said Infant is baptized, or known to be baptized, 
due Care shall be taken to baptize the same within fourteen Days after the 
Reception of such Infant, so that the Christian and the true Surname, if known, 
and, if not known, a Surname to be given by the Churchwardens and Overseers of 
the Poor, or any one of them, be regularly entered in the said Book; and the Name 
and Surname of such Infant shall also be registered in the Parish Register of such 
Parish: And in case of a Difficulty of distinguishing Children, some proper Mark 
shall be affixed to the Child's Cloaths, or hung round his or her Neck.

VIII
Children whose Parents receive Money from the Parish towards their 
Support, are not included in the Act.

VIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That nothing herein 
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to such Children whose Parents 
receive Money from the Parish in Aid of the Maintenance and Support of such 
Children, they not being in the Workhouse, or other Parish House.

IX
Copy of the Register is to be laid monthly before the Vestry;

IX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That a Copy of the said 
Register wrote up, from Time to Time, shall, every Month, be laid by the Vestry 
Clerk, or other Person appointed, for that Purpose, before the respective Vestries, 
or other parochial Meetings assembled in Vestry, that the same may be revised by 
them.

X
and at the End of every Year, a Copy for the Year to be deposited in the 
Vestry Room;

X. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the said Copy of the 
Register being completed at the End of the Year, shall be deposited in the Vestry 
Room, or other Place of parochial Meetings, to remain there for the Use of the 
Vestry-men, or other parochial Meetings.

XI
and the Original is to be preserved with the Parish Books;

XI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the original Register 



Book shall remain and be carefully preserved and kept with the rest of the Parish 
Books in the Hands of the Parish Officers for the Time being.

XII
and signed Copies of the several Registers for the respective Parishes are 
to be delivered yearly by 15 Feb. to the Clerk of the Company of Parish 
Clerks;

XII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all the respective 
Parishes within the Bills of Mortality by the Hand of their Vestry Clerk, or, where 
there is no Vestry Clerk, by the Hands of the Churchwardens, or one of them, 
shall, on or before the fifteenth Day ofFebruary in every Year, deliver fair Copies of 
their respective Registers of Children under the Age of four Years, signed in 
manner hereby directed, into the Hands of the Clerk of the Master, Wardens, and 
Court of Assistants of the Company of Parish Clerks, or such Person as the said 
Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants of the said Company, shall appoint, he 
returning a  Receiptfor the same signed by himself.

XIII
and is to cause the said Copies to be bound up in alphabetical Order;

XIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the said Clerk, or 
other Person appointed by the said Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants of 
the said Company, shall receive the said Copies of Registers, and cause the same 
to be bound in a Book, collecting and ranging together the Registers of the ninety-
seven Parishes within the Walls of the City ofLondon , those of the seventeen 
Parishes without the Walls of the City of London , those of the twenty-three 
Parishes in Middlesex and Surrey , and those of the ten Parishes in the City and 
Liberty of  Westminster, in alphabetical Order; and in this Order he shall, on or 
before the twenty-fifth Day ofMarch in every Year, make out, or cause to be made 
out, one General Abstract of the same.

XIV
and deposit the said Abstract, bound up with the Registers, with the 
Master and Wardens of the Company;

XIV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the said Registers 
of the respective Parishes, together with the said General Abstract, being bound 
in a Book together, shall remain deposited in the Hands and Custody of the said 
Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants of the said Company of Parish Clerks.

XV
and he is to print the said Abstract, and deliver 6 Copies thereof, for the 
Use of each Parish, to the respective Vestry Clerks or Churchwardens;

XV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the said Clerk, or 
other Person appointed by the said Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants of 
the said Company of Parish Clerks, shall print, or cause to be printed, the said 
General Abstract, and deliver six Copies thereof to every Vestry Clerk, or to one of 
the Churchwardens, of all the respective Parishes within the Bills of Mortality, for 
the Use of the Parishioners and Parish Officers.



XVI
for all which he is to be paid by each such Vestry Clerk, or Churchwarden, 
on Delivery of the said Copies, 15 s. passing a Receipt for the same.

XVI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That for and in 
consideration of the Expence and Trouble of receiving the said Copies of 
Registers, making an exact Abstractthereof, binding the Registers and Abstracts in 
a Book to remain as a Depositary of the same, printing the General Abstract, 
distributing the Copies thereof, with other contingent Expences relating to the 
same, each Parish shall, by the Hands of the Vestry Clerk or Churchwarden, pay 
into the Hands of the Clerk or other Person appointed by the said Master, 
Wardens, and Court of Assistants of the said Company of Parish Clerks, the Sum 
of fifteen Shillings at the Time the said Copies of Registers are delivered to him, he 
passing a Receipt for the same.

XVII
Churchwardens and others neglecting their Duty in the Premisses, forfeit 
to the Informer 40 s. for every Offence;

XVII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any 
Churchwarden, Overseer of the Poor, Vestryman, Clerk of the Vestry, Master of the 
Workhouse, Master or Warden of such Company of Parish Clerks, or any Clerk of 
such Company, or any other Person or Persons, shall neglect his Duty as directed 
in and by this Act, such Churchwarden, Overseer of the Poor, Clerk of the Vestry, 
or Master of the Workhouse, Master or Warden of such Company of Parish Clerks, 
or such Clerk of such Company, Person or Persons, shall, for every Offence, forfeit 
and pay to the Informerthe Sum of forty Shillings; to be recovered before any one 
of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace, and to be levied by Distress and Sale of the 
Goods and Chattels of the Offender, by virtue of a Warrant under the Hand and 
Seal of such Justice before whom the same shall be recovered, directed to any 
Constable or other Peace Officer.

Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as thePoor Act, 1762

(Schedule A)
ANNUAL REGISTER of the PARISH POOR (under Four Years of Age) from the Day 
of to the of of
the PARISH of (where there is not a Workhouse) according to the Act of Parliament 
of the Second of his Majesty King GEORGE the Third.

(Schedule B)
ANNUAL REGISTER of the PARISH POOR (under Four Years of Age) from the Day 
of to the of of the
PARISH of (where there is not a Workhouse) according to the Act of Parliament of 
the Second of his Majesty King GEORGE the Third.




