
Anno decimo septimo GEORGII II. Regis.

  Act Act to amend and make more effectual the Laws relating to 
Rogues, Vagabonds and other idle and disorderly Persons, and to 
Houses of Correction.

(17 Geo. 2) C A P. V.

'WHEREAS the Number of Rogues, Vagabonds, Beggars and other idle and 
disorderly Persons, daily increases, to the great Scandal, Loss and Annoyance of 
the Kingdom;' For Remedy thereof, be it enacted by the King's most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the 
same,  Thatall Persons who threaten to run away and leave their Wives or Children 
to the Parish; and all Persons who shall unlawfully return to such Parish or Place 
from whence they have been legally removed by order of two Justices of the 
Peace, without bringing a Certificate from the Parish or Place whereunto they 
belong; and also all Persons who, not having wherewith to maintain themselves, 
live idle without Employment, and refuse to work for the usual and common Wages 
given to other Labourers in the like Work, in the Parishes or Places where they 
then are; and also all Persons going about from Door to Door, or placing 
themselves in Streets, Highways or Passages, to beg or gather Alms in the 
Parishes or Places where they dwell, shall be deemed idle and disorderly Persons; 
and it shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the Peace to commit such 
Offenders (being thereof convicted before him, by his own View, or by their own 
Confession, or by the Oath of one or more credible Witness or Witnesses) to the 
House of Correction, there to be kept to hard Labour for any Time not exceeding 
one Month: And it shall and may be lawful for any Person to apprehend and carry 
before a Justice of the Peace, any such Persons going about from Doorto Door, or 
placing themselves in Streets, Highways or Passages, to beg or gather Alms in the 
Parishes or Places where they dwell; and if they shall resist, or escape from the 
Person apprehending them, they shall be subject to the same Punishment as 
Rogues and Vagabonds are made liable to by this Act: And it shall and may be 
lawful for the said Justice, by Warrant under his Hand and Seal, to order any 
Overseer of the Poor of the Parish or Place where such Offender shall be 
apprehended, to pay the  Sumof five Shillings to any Person or Persons in any 
such Parish or Place so apprehending them, for every Offender so apprehended; 
which Sum shall be allowed to such Overseer in his Account, he producing the 



Justice's Order, and a Receipt under the Hand of the Person or Persons to whom 
such Sum was paid: But if such  Overseershall neglect or refuse to pay the said 
Sum, the said Justice, on Oath thereof made, may by Warrant under his Hand and 
Seal, order the same to be levied by Distress and Sale of the Goods of such 
Overseer; and the Overplus (if any) after the Charges of such Distress satisfied, 
shall be returned to such Overseer, who in such Case shall not be allowed the Sum 
so levied in his Account.

II
Other Offences, and their Punishments.

II. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all Persons going 
about as Patent-gatherers or Gatherers of Alms, under Pretences of Loss by Fire, 
or other Casualty; or going about as Collectors for Prisons, Gaols or Hospitals; all 
Fencers and Bearwards; all common Players of Interludes; and all Persons who 
shall for Hire, Gain or Reward, act, represent or perform, or cause to be acted, 
represented or performed, any Interlude, Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Play, Farce or 
other Entertainment of the Stage, or any Part or Parts therein, not being 
authorized by Law; all Minstrels, Jugglers; allPersons pretending to be Gypsies, or 
wandring in the Habit or Form of Egyptians, or pretending to have Skill in 
Physiognomy, Palmestry or like crafty Science, or pretending to tell Fortunes, or 
using any subtil Craft to deceive and impose on any of his Majesty's Subjects, or 
playing or betting at any unlawful Games or Plays; and all Persons who run away 
and leave their Wives or Children, whereby they become chargeable to any Parish 
or Place; and all Petty Chapmen and Pedlars wandring abroad, not being duly 
licensed or otherwise authorized by Law; and all Persons wandring abroad, and 
lodging in Alehouses, Barns, Outhouses, or in the open Air, not giving a good 
Account of themselves; and all Persons wandring abroad and begging; pretending 
to be Soldiers, Mariners, Seafaring Men, or pretending to go to Work in Harvest; 
and all other Persons wandring abroad and begging, shall be deemed Rogues and 
Vagabonds within the true Intent and Meaning of this Act.

III
Proviso.

III. Provided always, That this Act, or any thing herein contained, shall not extend, 
or be construed to extend, to Soldiers wanting Subsistence, having lawful 
Certificates from their Officers or the Secretary at War, or to Mariners or Seafaring 
Men licensed by some Testimonial or Writing under the Hand and Seal of some 
Justice of the Peace, setting down the Time or Place of their Landing or 
Discharge, and the Place to which such Soldiers or Mariners are to pass, and the 
Names of the chief Towns or Places through which they are to pass, and limiting 
the Time of such their Passage, while they continue in the direct Way to the Place 
to which they are to pass, and during the Time so limited; or to any Person or 
Persons going Abroad to work at any lawful work in the Time of Harvest, so as he, 
she or they carry with him, her or them a Certificate in Writing, signed by the 
Minister and one of the Churchwardens or Chapel-wardens, or one of the 



Overseers of the Poor for the Time being, of the Parish, Chapelry, or Place where 
they shall respectively inhabit, declaring that he, she or they hath or have a 
Dwelling-house, or Place there, in which he, she or they inhabit.

IV
Incorrigible Rogues.

IV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all End-gatherers 
offending against an Act made in the thirteenth Year of his late Majesty King 
George the First, intituled, An Act for the better Regulation of the Woollen 
Manufacture, and for preventing Disputes among the Persons concerned therein; 
and for limiting a Time for prosecuting for the Forfeiture appointed by an Act of 
the twelfth Year of his Majesty's Reign, in case of Payment of the Workmens 
Wages in any other Manner than in Money, being convicted of such Offence; and 
all Persons apprehended as Rogues and Vagabonds, and escaped from the 
Persons apprehending them, or refusing to go before a Justice or Justices of the 
Peace, or to be examined upon Oath before such Justice or Justices, or refusing 
to be conveyed by any such Pass as is herein after directed, or knowingly giving a 
false Account of themselves on such Examination, after Warning given them of 
their Punishment; and all Rogues or Vagabonds who shall break or escape out of 
any House of Correction, before the Expiration of the Term for which they were 
committed or ordered to be confined by virtue of this Act; and all Persons who 
after having been punished as Rogues and Vagabonds, and discharged, shall 
again commit any of the said Offences, shall be deemed incorrigible Rogues within 
the true Intent and Meaning of this Act.

V
Any Person may apprehend Offenders.

V. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Persons shall 
be found offending against this Act, it shall and may be lawful for any Person 
whatsoever to apprehend the Person so offending, and to convey or cause to be 
conveyed to some Justice of the Peace, the Persons so apprehended, to be 
proceeded against in such Manner as is herein after directed: And in case any 
Constable or other such Officer, shall refuse or neglect to use his best Endeavours 
to apprehend or convey to some Justice of the Peace any such Offender; it shall 
be deemed a Neglect of Duty in such Constable or Officer, and he shall be 
punished in such Manner as is herein after directed: And in case any other Person, 
being charged by any Justice of the Peace so to do, shall refuse or neglect to use 
his best Endeavours to apprehend and deliver to the Constable or such other 
Officer, or to carry such Offender before some Justice of the Peace, where no 
Constable or other such Officer can be found; such Person so offending as 
aforesaid, being thereof convicted upon View, or by the Oath of one or more 
credible Witness or Witnesses, before one or more Justice or Justices of the 
Peace, shall forfeit the Sum of ten Shillings, to the Use of the Poor of the Parish or 
Place wherein such Offence shall be committed; to be levied by Distress and Sale 
of the Offender's Goods, by Warrant from any Justice or Justices; and the 



Overplus (if any) after the Charges of such Distress satisfied, shall be returned to 
such  Offender: And in case any Person not being a Constable or other such 
Officer, shall apprehend any such Rogue or Vagabond, and shall deliver him or her 
to a Constable or other such Officer, or shall convey or cause him or her to be 
conveyed to some Justice or Justices of the Peace, according to the Directions of 
this Act; or if any Constable or other such Officer shall so apprehend and convey 
such Rogue or Vagabond, it shall and may be lawful for such Justice or Justices to 
reward any such Constable or other Person, by making an Order under Hand and 
Seal upon the High or Chief Constable, to pay the Sum of ten Shillings to the 
Person so apprehending him or her, within one Week after Demand, and producing 
such Order, and upon his giving a Receipt for the same; and the same shall be 
allowed or paid by the Treasurer of the County, Riding, Division or Liberty, to such 
High or Chief Constable on his passing his Accounts, and delivering such Order 
and Receipt, and also his own Receipt for the same to such Treasurer; and the said 
Justices at the General or Quarter-Sessions, shall allow the same to such 
Treasurer in his Accounts, upon his producing and delivering up the Vouchers 
aforesaid: And in Cities, Boroughs, Towns Corporate and other Places where there 
are no High or Chief Constables, such Petty Constables and other Officers shall 
pay or retain such Reward as aforesaid, and be allowed what they shall so pay or 
retain by virtue of this Act in their respective Accounts, upon their producing and 
delivering up the like Vouchers:  Andin case any High or Chief Constable, or where 
there is no High or Chief Constable, such Petty Constable or other Officer, shall 
refuse or neglect to pay such Reward on Demand, it shall and may be lawful for 
such Justice or Justices of the Peace, by Warrant under Hand and Seal, to levy the 
Sum of twentyShillings, by Distress and Sate of the Goods of such Officer, and 
thereout to allow to the Person intitled thereto the said Reward of ten Shillings, 
and such other Recompence for his Trouble, Loss of Time and Expences, as the 
said Justice or Justices shall think fit; and the Overplus (if any) shall be returned 
to such Officer upon Demand.

VI
General privy Searches to be made.

VI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Justices of the 
Peace for every County, Riding, City, Borough, Town Corporate, Division or Liberty, 
or any two of them, shall four Times in the Year at least, or oftner (if need be) meet 
in their respective Divisions, and by their Warrant, command the Constables or 
other Peace-officers of every Hundred, Parish, Town and Hamlet, in their several 
Divisions, who shall be assisted with sufficient Men of the same Places, to make a 
general Privy Search in one Night, throughout their several and respective Limits, 
for the finding and apprehending of Rogues and Vagabonds; and every Justice of 
the Peace shall also, on receiving Information that Rogues and Vagabonds are in 
any Place within his Jurisdiction, issue his Warrant to the Constable or other 
Officer of such Place, to search for and apprehend such Rogues and Vagabonds; 
and such Rogues and Vagabonds as they shall find and apprehend upon such 



Searches, they shall cause to be brought before any Justice or Justices of the 
Peace of the same County, Riding, City, Borough, Town Corporate, Division or 
Liberty.

VII
Justices to punish Vagabonds, &c. taken up at privy Searches.

VII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That where any Rogues 
or Vagabonds, apprehended by any Constable, or such other Officer or Person as 
aforesaid, or upon such Search as aforesaid, shall be brought before any Justice 
or Justices of the Peace, it shall and may be lawful for such Justice or Justices, 
and he or they are hereby required to inform himself or themselves, by the 
Examination upon Oath of the Person or Persons apprehended, or of any other 
Person of the Condition and Circumstances of the Person or Persons so 
apprehended, and of the Parish or Place, where he, she or they were last legally 
settled; the Substance of which Examination or Examinations shall be put into 
Writing, and be subscribed or signed by the Person or Persons so examined; and 
the said Justice or Justices shall likewise sign the same, land transmit it to the 
next General or Quarter-Sessions of the Peace to be holden for the same County, 
Riding, City, Borough, Town Corporate, Division or Liberty, there to be filed and 
kept on Record; and such Justice or Justices of the Peace, shall and are hereby 
required to order all such Persons so apprehended, to be publickly whipt by the 
Constable, Petty Constable or Tythingman, or some other Person to be appointed 
by such Constable, Petty Constable or Tythingman of such Parish or Place where 
such Persons were apprehended; or to order such Persons to be sent to the House 
of Correction, there to remain until the next General or Quarter-Sessions, or for 
any less Time, as such Justice or Justices shall think proper; and after such  
Whippingor Confinement, such Justice or Justices may, and are hereby 
impowered, if they think convenient, by a Pass under Hand and Seal, in the Manner 
and Form hereafter directed, to cause such Persons to be conveyed to the Place 
of their last legal Settlement; but if it cannot be found, then to the Place of their 
Birth; or if such Persons or any of them, be under the Age of fourteen Years, and 
have any Father or Mother living, then to the Place of the Abode of such Father or 
Mother, there to be delivered to some Church-warden, Chapel-warden or Overseer 
of the Poor of such Parish, Town or Place; which Pass shall be in the Form or to 
the Effect following:
To the Constable of in the County of [or to the Tythingman or other Officer, as the 
Case shall be, or if the Offender is committed to the House of Correction, then to 
the Governor or Master thereof ] And also to all Constables and other Officers 
whom it may concern, to receive and convey; and to the Church-wardens, Chapel-
wardens or Overseers of the Poor of the Parish, Town or Place (as the Case shall 
be ) of in the County of or either of them, to receive and obey.
'WHEREAS was (or were ) apprehended in the Parish of (or in the Town of or other 
Place, describing it ) as a Rogue and Vagabond, or as Rogues and Vagabonds, 
videlicet , wandering and begging there (or as the Case shall be ) and upon 



Examination of the said taken before upon Oath (which Examination is hereunto 
annexed) it doth appear, that his, her or their last legal Settlement is at in this 
County (or, in the County of ) or , that the said was (or were ) born in the Parish of 
in this County (or, in the County of ) and hath (or have ) not since obtained any 
legal Settlement; or that the said is (or are ) under the Age of fourteen Years, and 
hath (or have ) a Father or Mother living or abiding in the Parish (or Town ) of (or 
other Place, describing it .) These are therefore to require you the said Constable 
or other Officer, (or Governor or Master of the House of Correction, as the Case 
shall be ) to convey the said in the next direct Way to the said Parish (or Town ) of 
(or other Place ) within the said County, and there to deliver him (her or them ) to 
some Church-warden, Chapel-warden or Overseer of the Poor of the same Parish 
(Town or Place ) to be there provided for according to Law (or in case the said 
Parish, Town or Place to which such Person or Persons is or are to be sent, lies in 
some other County, Riding, Division, Corporation or Franchise having separate 
General or Quarter-Sessions of the Peace, then the Form shall be as followeth, 
videlicet, To convey the said to the Parish (or Town ) of that being the first Parish 
(or Town ) in the next Precinct through which he (she or they ) ought to pass in the 
direct Way to the said Parish (or Town ) of to which he (she or they ) is (or are ) to 
be sent, and to deliver him (her or them ) to the Constable or other Officer of such 
first Town (or Parish ) in such next Precinct, together with this Pass, and the 
Duplicate of the Examination of the said taking his Receipt for the same; and the 
said is (or are ) to be thence conveyed on in like Manner to the said Parish (or 
Town ) of there to be delivered to some Churchwarden, Chapel-warden, or 
Overseer of the Poor of the same Parish (Town or Place ) to be there provided for 
according to Law; and you the said Church-wardens, Chapel-wardens, and 
Overseers of the Poor, are hereby required to receive the said Person (or Persons ) 
and provide for him (her or them ) as aforesaid.

VIII
Duplicate of the Pass and Examination to be filed at the next General or 
Quarter Sessions.

VIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That such Justice or 
Justices shall make or cause to be made a Duplicate of such Pass and 
Examination, and sign the same; and shall afterwards transmit the Duplicate of the 
said Pass annexed to the Examination to the next General or Quarter Sessions of 
the Peace, there to be filed and kept on Record; and shall annex the Duplicate of 
the Examination to the Pass, and send it with the same; and the said Pass, 
Examination, and Duplicates thereof, shall and may be read in any Court of Record 
inEngland, Wales , or the Town of Berwick upon Tweed , as Evidence.

IX
Power of Justices over Vagabonds and incorrigible Rogues.

IX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That where any Offender 
against this Act shall be committed, as aforesaid, to the House of Correction, 
there to remain until the next General or Quarter Sessions; and the Justices at 



such Sessions shall, on Examination of the Circumstances of the Case, adjudge 
such Person a Rogue or Vagabond, or an Incorrigible Rogue; they may, if they think 
convenient, order such Rogue or Vagabond to be detained and kept in the said 
House of Correction to hard Labour, for any further Time not exceeding six 
Months, and such Incorrigible Rogue, for any further Time, not exceeding two 
Years, nor less than six Months from the Time of making such Order of Sessions; 
and during the Time of such Person's Confinement, to be corrected by Whipping, 
in such Manner, and at such Times and Places within their Jurisdictions, as 
according to the Nature of such Person's Offence, they in their Discretion shall 
think fit; and such Person may (if the Justices at the said Sessions shall think 
convenient) afterwards be sent away by such Pass,mutatis mutandis, as aforesaid; 
and if such Person, being a Male, is above the Age of twelve Years, the Justices at 
their Sessions may and are hereby impowered, at any Time before he is 
discharged from the House of Correction, to send him to be imployed in his 
Majesty's Service, either by Sea or Land, if they shall judge proper; and in case 
any such Incorrigible Rogue, so ordered by the said General or Quarter Sessions 
to be detained and kept in the said House of Correction, shall before the 
Expiration of the Time for which he or she shall be so ordered to be there detained 
and kept, break out or make his or her Escape from the said House of Correction, 
or shall offend again in the like Manner; in every such Case, every such Person 
shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of Felony, and being legally convicted 
thereof, shall and may be transported for any Time not exceeding seven Years, in 
the same Manner as by the Laws now in being other Felons may be transported.

X
Justices to regulate the Passes by giving the Officers Certificates.

X. And to prevent unnecessary Expence in the passing or conveying of Rogues, 
Vagabonds, and Incorrigible Rogues, Be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That 
the Justice or Justices of the Peace who shall make the Pass, shall at the same 
Time, with the said Pass, cause likewise to be delivered to the Constable, or other 
Officer appointed to convey them, a Note or Certificate, ascertaining how they are 
to be conveyed, by Horse, Cart, or on Foot, and what Allowance such Constable or 
other Officer is to have for conveying them (according to the Rates or Allowances 
appointed by the General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace, as is herein after 
directed) in the Form, or to the Effect following,videlicet :
'WHEREAS by a Pass (reciting the Substance or Effect of the said Pass ) I (or we ) 
do hereby order and direct the said Person (or Persons ) to be conveyed on Foot 
(or in a Cart, or by Horse, et cetera ) to the said Town (or Parish ) of in (or other 
Place, describing it ) in the Way to such Parish (Town or Place, as the Case shall 
be ) in Days Time; for which the said Constable (et cetera ) is to be allowed the 
Sum of and no more.

Given under my Hand (or Our Hands) this Day , et cetera.
XI
The Duty of Officers with such Pass and Certificate.



XI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Constable, or 
other Officer, who shall receive such Pass and Certificate, shall and is hereby 
required to convey, or cause to be conveyed, the Person or Persons named in such 
Pass, in such Manner, and in such Time, as by the same Pass shall be directed, the 
next direct Way to the Place where he, she or they are ordered to be sent, if such 
Place be in the same  County, Riding, Division, Corporation or Franchise, where 
the said Person or Persons were apprehended; but if the Place to which the 
Person or Persons so apprehended is or are to be sent, lies in some other County, 
Riding, Division, Corporation or Franchise, he shall deliver the said Person or 
Persons to the Constable or such other Officer of the first Town, Parish or Place, in 
the next County, Riding, Division, Corporation or Franchise, in the direct Way to 
the Place to which such Person or Persons is or are to be conveyed, together with 
the said Pass and Duplicate of Examination, taking his Receipt for the same; and 
such Constable or other Officer shall, without Delay, apply to some Justice of the 
Peace in the same County, Riding, Division, Corporation or Franchise, who shall 
make the like Certificate as before (mutatis mutandis ) and deliver it to the said 
Constable or other Officer, who shall and is hereby required with all Speed to 
convey the Person or Persons unto the first Parish, Town or Place in the next 
County, Riding, Division, Corporation or Franchise, in the direct Way to the Place 
to which such Person or Persons is or are to be conveyed; and so in like Manner 
from one County, Riding, Division, Corporation or Franchise, to another, till they 
come to the Place to which such Person or Persons is or are sent; and the 
Constable or other Officer, who shall deliver such Person or Persons to the 
Churchwarden or other Person ordered to receive them by such Pass, shall at the 
same Time deliver the said Pass, with the Duplicate of Examination, taking their 
Receipt for the same; and if the Churchwarden or other Person, who shall receive 
any Person so sent, shall think the Examination to be false, he is hereby 
impowered to carry the Person so sent, before some Justice of the Peace, who, if 
he see Cause, may commit such Person to the House of Correction till the next 
Quarter-Sessions, and the Justices there, if they see Cause, may deal with such 
Person as an incorrigible Rogue; but the Person so sent shall not be removed from 
the Place to which sent, but by Order of two Justices, in the same Manner as other 
poor Persons are removed to the Place of their Settlement.
 
'XII. And whereas it often happens that Persons commit Acts of Vagrancy when 
they are in Circumstances sufficient to pay for their Journey home;' Be it therefore 
enacted by the Authority aforesaid,  Thatit shall and may be lawful for any Justice 
of the Peace before whom any Vagrants shall be carried, to order such Vagrants to 
be searched, and their Bundles to be inspected by the Constable, Tythingman, 
Churchwarden or Overseer of the Poor, in the Presence of the said Justice; and if 
it shall appear that any such Vagrant shall be found to have sufficient wherewithal 
to pay for their Passage, either in the Whole or in Part, to the Parish to which they 
belong, then the said Justice or Justices shall order so much of the Money to be 



paid, or other Effects found with or upon such Vagrants, to be sold and employed 
for and towards the Expence of taking up and passing such Vagrants as aforesaid, 
returning the Overplus (if any be) after deducting the Charge of such Sale, to such 
Vagrants.

XIII
Regulations for passing Vagrants into Scotland.

XIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Constable or 
other Officer of any Parish or Place, within the Counties ofCumberland, 
Northumberland, Durham , or Town of Berwick upon Tweed , shall, and they are 
hereby authorized and required, upon any Person or Persons being delivered to 
them by a Pass and Examination, who shall have been apprehended within the said 
Counties or Town, or brought to them according to the Direction of this Act, whose 
Place of legal Settlement is in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland , to deliver 
the said Examination to the Clerk of the Peace for such respective County, to be 
kept among the Records of the Sessions of that County, and to convey or cause to 
be conveyed, such Person or Persons, with the said Pass, into the next adjoining 
Shire, Stewartry or Place in that Part of the United Kingdom; and to deliver him, 
her or them to some Constable or other Officer of the next Parish, District or Place 
within the said Shire, Stewartry or Place, taking his Receipt for him, her or them; 
and such Officer is hereby required to receive such Person or Persons, and give 
such Receipt, and to dispose of him, her or them according to Law; and in case 
any such Vagrant, after being so sent and conveyed into that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland , shall, after being so sent as aforesaid, be found wandering, 
begging or misbehaving him or herself within that Part of Great Britain called 
England , contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act; every such Person so 
offending shall be deemed an incorrigible Rogue, and be punished as incorrigible 
Rogues are to be punished by this Act.
 
'XIV. And whereas divers Vagrants have been conveyed from County to County, in 
order to be sent to Places inIreland , the Isles of Man, Jersey, Guernsey or Scilly 
(their last legal Settlement) but for want of Authority to compel Masters of Ships 
and Vessels to take them on Board, in order to be carried thither at reasonable 
Rates, they may be very chargeable to the Maritime Counties, Towns and Places in 
England and Wales , where they may be for such Exportation;' Be it therefore 
enacted by the Authority aforesaid,   Thatall and every Master and Masters of any 
Ship or Vessel or Packet Boat bound forIreland , the Isles of Man, Jersey, Guernsey 
or Scilly , shall, and they and each of them is and are hereby required, upon 
Warrant to him or them directed under the Hand and Seal of a Justice of the Peace 
of the County, Town or Place where such Ship, Vessel or Packet Boat shall lie, to 
take on Board the same such Vagrant and Vagrants as shall be named and 
expressed in the said Warrant, and convey him, her or them to such Place in 
Ireland , the Isles of Man, Jersey, Guernsey or Scilly , as such Ship, Vessel or 
Packet Boat shall be bound to or shall arrive at; and for the Charges thereof such 



Master shall take, and the Constable or Person who serves him with the said 
Warrant shall pay him such Rate per Head, as the Justices of the Peace at their 
Quarter-Sessions shall from time to time appoint for every such Vagrant so 
brought and delivered to him; and such Master shall and is hereby required, on the 
Back of the said Warrant, to sign a Receipt for the Money so paid, and also for the 
Vagrant or Vagrants so brought and delivered; which Warrant so endorsed shall 
then be produced to the Justice of the Peace who signed and sealed the same, 
and upon his Allowance thereof, under his Hand, the Money so paid shall be repaid 
by the County, in such Manner as by this Act the   Moneyto be paid for conveying 
Vagrants from County to County is directed; and every Master of such Ship, Vessel 
or Packet Boat, neglecting or refusing to receive on Board, or to transport such 
Vagrant or Vagrants, or to indorse and sign such Receipt as aforesaid, shall forfeit 
five Pounds to the Use of the Poor of the Parish or Place where the Offence shall 
be committed; to be levied by Distress and Sale of the said Ship, or any Goods 
within the same, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal of any Justice of the Peace 
for the same County, City or Town Corporate, returning the Overplus (if any be) 
upon Demand, after the said Penalty and Charges of levying the same are 
satisfied.

XV
Masters not obliged to take on Board more than one Vagrant for every 20 
Tons Burthen.

XV. Provided always, and it is hereby declared, That no Master of any such Packet 
Boat, Ship or Vessel, shall be compelled to take on Board more than one Vagrant 
for every twenty Tons Burthen of any such Boat, Ship or Vessel.

XVI
Justices to limit the Rates per Mile for passing Vagrants, &c.

XVI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Justices of the 
Peace of any County, Riding, City, Borough, Town Corporate, Division or Liberty, 
shall and may at the General or Quarter-Sessions of the Peace from time to time, 
limit, appoint and direct what Rates and Allowancesper Mile, or otherwise, shall be 
made for the passing, conveying or maintaining of Rogues, Vagabonds or 
incorrigible Rogues, to be passed or conveyed as aforesaid; and may likewise 
make such other Orders, Rules and Directions, for the more regular proceeding or 
acting therein, within their respective Limits and Jurisdictions, as they in their 
Discretion shall think proper; which Rates, Allowances, Orders, Rules and 
Directions shall from time to time be observed and submitted to by all Justices of 
the Peace, Constables, Officers and other Persons within the same Limits and 
Jurisdictions respectively.

XVII
The High Constable to pay the Rates to Petty Constables, &c. for passing 
Vagrants.

XVII. And be it further enacted, That in case any Petty Constable, or other such 
Officer of any Parish or Place, shall bring to any High or Chief Constable any such 



Certificate as aforesaid, as shall be given him by any Justice or Justices of the 
Peace for the proper County or Place, ascertaining how and for what Rates or 
Allowances he shall be required to convey any Rogues, Vagabonds or incorrigible 
Rogues as aforesaid, together with a Receipt or Note from any Constable or other 
Officer or Person to whom the Person or Persons so to be conveyed was or were 
delivered, the said High or Chief Constable shall and may pay unto such Petty 
Constable or other Officer, the Rates or Allowances ascertained in and by such 
Certificate, and no more, taking from such Petty Constable or other Officer such 
Certificate, and his Receipt for the same; and the said High or Chief Constable 
shall be allowed the same by the Treasurer of the County, Riding, Liberty, Division, 
Corporation or Franchise, on his passing his Accounts, upon his producing and 
delivering up such Certificate and Receipt, and giving his own Receipt for the 
same to such Treasurer; and the Justices at the General or Quarter Sessions shall 
allow the same to such  Treasurerin his Accounts, upon his producing and 
delivering up the Vouchers aforesaid: And in case any High or Chief Constable 
shall refuse or neglect to pay the said Petty Constable, or other Officer or Person, 
the Rates or Allowances ascertained in and by such Certificate and Receipt, on 
Demand; it shall and may be lawful for any Justice or Justices of the Peace, by 
Warrant under Hand and Seal to levy double the Sum ascertained by such 
Certificate, by Distress and Sale of the Goods of such High or  ChiefConstable, 
and thereout to allow the said Petty Constable, or other Officer or Person, the Sum 
ascertained in and by such Certificate and Receipt, and such other Recompence 
for his Trouble, Loss of Time and Expences, as the said Justice or Justices shall 
think fit; and the Overplus (if any) shall be returned to such High or Chief 
Constable upon Demand; and in Cities, Towns Corporate and other Places where 
there is no High or Chief Constable, such Petty Constables or other Officers shall 
be allowed what they shall so pay pursuant to the Directions of such Certificate in 
their respective Accounts, upon their producing and delivering up such Vouchers; 
or in case any Governor or Master of a House of Correction shall deliver such 
Certificate and Receipt to any Treasurer as aforesaid, such Treasurer shall pay the 
Rates therein ascertained to such Governor or Master of a House of Correction, 
taking his Receipt for the same, which shall be allowed to such Treasurer in his 
Accounts on his producing and delivering up such Vouchers.

XVIII
Penalty on counterfeiting or altering Certificates, Receipts, or Notes.

XVIII. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That in 
case any such Petty Constable, or other Officer or Governor or Master of any 
House of Correction, shall counterfeit any such Certificate, Receipt or Note, or 
make, or knowingly permit to be made any Alteration in any such Certificate, 
Receipt or Note, he shall forfeit the Sum of fifty Pounds; and in case he shall not 
convey or cause to be conveyed, the Persons to the Place where they ought to be 
conveyed, or shall not deliver them to the proper Person; or if any Constable, or 
other Officer or Person, shall refuse to receive any such Persons sent to them, or 



to give a Receipt or Note as before directed; that in any of the said Cases, the 
Constable or other Officer or Person shall forfeit the Sum of twenty Pounds; which 
said respective Forfeitures shall be levied by Distress and Sale of the Offender's 
Goods, by Warrant or Older of the Justices of the Peace where such Offence shall 
be committed, at their General or Quarter-Sessions; one Moiety to be paid to the  
Personor Persons who shall first make Information against any such Offender, and 
the other Moiety to be paid to the Treasurer of the County or Place, to be applied 
by him as Part of the publick Stock; and the Overplus (if any) after such 
Forfeitures levied, and the Charges of Distress satisfied, shall be returned to such 
Constable or other Officer or Person upon Demand.

XIX
Vagabonds, &c. to be set to work.

XIX. And be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Parish or Place to 
which any Rogue, Vagabond or incorrigible Rogue shall be conveyed by Pass as 
aforesaid, shall take Care to employ in Work, or place in some Workhouse or 
Almshouse, the Person or Persons so conveyed to them, until he, she or they shall 
betake themselves to some Service or other Employment: And in case any such 
Person or Persons shall refuse to work, or shall not betake themselves to some 
Service or Employment, the Overseers of the Poor of the same Parish or Place, or 
the major Part of them, may cause such Person or Persons to be carried before 
some Justice of the Peace in order to be sent to the House of Correction, there to 
be kept to hard Labour.

XX
Lunaticks to be confined by Warrant of Justices.

'XX. And whereas there are sometimes Persons, who by Lunacy, or otherwise, are 
furiously mad, or are so far disordered in their Senses that they may be dangerous 
to be permitted to go abroad;' Be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforesaid, 
That it shall and may be lawful for any two or more Justices of the Peace where 
such Lunatick or mad Person shall be found, by Warrant under their Hands and 
Seals, directed to the Constables, Church wardens and Overseers of the Poor of 
the Parish, Town or Place, or some of them, to cause such Person so to be 
apprehended, and kept safely locked up in some secure Place, within the County 
or Precinct where such Parish, Town or Place shall lie, as such Justices shall under 
their Hands and Seals direct and appoint; and (if such Justices find it necessary) 
to be there chained, if the last legal Settlement of such Person shall be in any 
Parish, Town or Place within such County or Precinct; and if such Settlement shall 
not be there, then such Person shall be sent to the Place of his or her last legal  
Settlementby a Pass,mutatis mutandis , as aforesaid, and shall be locked up or 
chained, by Warrant of two Justices of the County or Precinct to which such 
Person is so sent, in Manner aforesaid; and the reasonable Charges of removing, 
and of keeping, main taining and curing such Person during such Restraint (which 
shall be for and during such Time only as such Lunacy or Madness shall continue) 
shall be satisfied and paid (such Charges being first proved upon Oath) by Order 



of two or more Justices of the Peace, directing the Churchwardens or Overseers 
where any Goods, Chattels, Lands or Tenements of such Person shall be, to seize 
and sell so much of the Goods and Chattels, or receive so much of the annual 
Rents of the Lands and Tenements as is necessary to pay the same; and to 
account for what is so seized, sold or received, to the next Quarter-Sessions; but 
if such Person hath not an Estate to pay and satisfy the same, over and above 
what shall be sufficient to maintain his or her Family, then such Charges shall be 
satisfied and paid by the Parish, Town or Place to which such Person belongs, by 
Order of two Justices, directed to the Churchwardens or Overseers for that 
Purpose.

XXI
Proviso.

XXI. Provided always, That this Act, or any thing therein contained, shall not 
extend, or be construed to extend to restrain or abridge the Prerogative of the 
King, or the Power or Authority of the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper or 
Commissioners of the Great Seal ofGreat Britain for the Time being, or the 
Chancellor or Vice Chancellor of the County Palatine of Lancaster for the Time 
being, or of the Chamberlain or Vice Chamberlain of the County Palatine of 
Chester for the Time being, touching or concerning such Lunaticks, or to restrain 
or prevent any Friend or Relation of such Lunaticks from taking them under their 
own Care and Protection; any Thing in this Act contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding.

XXII
Penalty on Officers not doing their Duty; and on Persons hindering the 
Execution of this Act, or rescuing a Prisoner.

XXII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That in case any 
Constable or other Officer, or Governor or Master of any House of Correction, shall 
be defective, remiss, or negligent in his Duty in the Execution of this Act, in any 
Case for which no Punishment is herein before particularly provided; or in case any 
Person or Persons shall disturb or hinder the Execution of this Act, or shall rescue 
any Person apprehended or passing from Place to Place by virtue thereof, or shall 
be advising, aiding or assisting to his or her Escape, and shall be thereof 
convicted upon the Oath of one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, before 
one or more Justice or Justices of the Peace where such Offence shall be 
committed (which Oath the said Justice or Justices are hereby impowered to 
administer) the Person or Persons so offending, for every such Offence shall 
forfeit any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, nor less than ten Shillings, to the Use 
of the Poor of the Parish or Place where such Offence shall be committed; to be 
levied by  Distressand Sale of the Offenders Goods by Warrant from such Justice 
or Justices, returning the Overplus (if any be) upon Demand, after the said 
Forfeiture and Charges of making and keeping the said Distress shall be paid and 
satisfied; and if sufficient Distress cannot be found, it shall and may be lawful to 
and for one or more such Justice or Justices to commit the Persons so offending 



to the House of Correction, there to be kept to hard Labour for any Time not 
exceeding two Months.
 
'XXIII. And whereas Persons herein before described to be Rogues, Vagabonds or 
incorrigible Rogues, are much encouraged in wandering about, by the Reception 
they too often meet with in Villages and Places where they are permitted to lodge 
in Houses, Barns or other Outhouses or Buildings, by Means whereof, and their 
falling sick there, great Expences are sometimes brought upon Parishes;' For 
Remedy thereof,  Beit enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Person shall 
knowingly permit or suffer any such Rogue, Vagabond or incorrigible Rogue, to 
lodge or take Shelter in his or her House, Barn or other Outhouse or Buildings, and 
shall not apprehend and carry such Rogue, Vagabond or incorrigible Rogue before 
some Justice of the Peace, or give Notice to some Constable or other such Officer 
so to do; such Person being thereof lawfully convicted, either on Confession or 
upon Oath of one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, before one or more of 
his Majesty's Justices of the Peace where such Offence shall be committed, shall 
forfeit any Sum not exceeding forty Shillings, nor less than ten Shillings; one 
Moiety thereof to the Informer, and the other Moiety to the Use of the Poor of the 
Parish or Place where such Offence shall be committed; to be levied by Distress 
and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of such Offender, by Warrant from such 
Justice or Justices, returning the Overplus (if any) upon Demand, after such 
Forfeiture and Charges of such Distress shall be satisfied; and if any Charge shall 
be brought upon any Parish or Place by Means of any such Offence, the same 
shall be answered to the said Parish or Place by such Offender, and be levied by 
Distress and Sale of his or their Goods and Chattels as aforesaid: And if sufficient 
Distress cannot be found, such Offender shall be committed to the House of 
Correction by the Justice or Justices, for any Time not exceeding one Month.
 
'XXIV. And whereas Persons are often found offending against this Act, having 
Children with them, whom they bring up in a dissolute Course of Life, destructive 
to such Children, and prejudicial to the Kingdom, in which a Race of disorderly 
Persons will increase, if such Children are suffered to remain with such  
Offenders:'Be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any such 
Child, above the Age of seven Years, shall be committed to the House of 
Correction as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for the Justices at the Quarter-
Sessions, if they see convenient, at any Time before such Child be discharged, to 
order such Child to be placed out in such Manner as they shall think fit, as a 
Servant or Apprentice to any Person within their respective Jurisdictions, who is 
willing to take such Child, to serve such Person till such Child shall arrive at the 
Age of twenty-one Years, or for any less Time, as to the said Justices shall seem 
meet: And if any Offender who was found with such Child as aforesaid, shall be 
again found with the same Child (which was so placed out as aforesaid) offending 
against this Act, such Offender shall be deemed an incorrigible Rogue.



 
'XXV. And whereas Women wandering and begging, are often delivered of Children 
in Parishes and Places to which they do not belong, whereby they become 
chargeable to the same:' Be it therefore enacted by the  Authorityaforesaid, That 
where any such Women shall be so delivered, and become chargeable, it shall and 
may be lawful for the Churchwardens or Overseers of the Poor of such Parish or 
Place, to detain such Woman in their Custody, until they can safely convey her to 
some Justice of the Peace, who shall examine her, and commit her to the House of 
Correction, until the next General or Quarter-Sessions, who may (if they see 
convenient) order her to be publickly whipt, and detained inthe House of 
Correction, for any further Time, not exceeding six Months; and upon Application 
by the Churchwardens or Overseers of the Place, where she was so delivered, the 
Justices at such Sessions shall order the Treasurer of the County or District to pay 
them such a Sum of Money as shall be adjudged a reasonable Satisfaction for the 
Charges such Place has been put to on such Woman's Account; and if such 
Woman shall be detained and conveyed to a Justice as aforesaid, the Child of 
which she is delivered, if a Bastard, shall not be settled in the Place where so born, 
nor be sent thither for Want of other Settlement, by a Pass, by virtue of this Act, 
but the Settlement of such Woman shall be deemed the Settlement of such Child; 
any Law to the contrary notwithstanding.

XXVI
Persons aggrieved may appeal to the next General or Quarter-Sessions.

XXVI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That any Persons 
aggrieved by any Act of any Justice or Justices of the Peace out of Sessions, in or 
concerning the Execution of this Act, may appeal to the next General or Quarter-
Sessions of the County, Riding, Liberty or Division, giving reasonable Notice 
thereof, whose Order thereupon shall be final.

XXVII
This Act not to alter the Manner of passing Vagrants, as settled by special 
Acts.

XXVII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in all Cities and Towns, 
where, by virtue of special Acts of Parliament, the Charge of passing Vagrants is to 
be defrayed in other Manner than is by this Act directed, or where such Vagrants, 
by virtue of special Statutes, are to be apprehended and conveyed to the Places 
whither they are to be sent by any Person or Persons, or Officers, other than those 
named for that Purpose in this Act, such Charge shall be born and defrayed in 
such Cities and Towns, in like Manner as before the making of this Act; and the 
Person or Officer liable to such Service in the said Cities and Towns, by virtue of 
the said special Acts of Parliament, shall continue liable, as if this Act had never 
been made; and if any Person shall be delivered to a Bedel or Constable within the 
City or Liberties of the City ofLondon , to be conveyed on, as directed by this Act, 
the said Bedel or Constable shall not deliver such Person in any other Precinct 
within the said City or Liberties, but in the next County, as directed by this Act.



XXVIII
How to order Vagrants, whose Settlements cannot be found.

XXVIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That where any 
Persons offending against this Act, have been committed as aforesaid, to the 
House of Correction, there to remain until the next General or Quarter Sessions, if 
upon the Examination of the Person so committed as aforesaid, no Place can be 
found to which they may be sent by a Pass as aforesaid, the said Justices shall at 
the said Sessions order such Persons to be detained and employed in the House 
of Correction, until they can provide for themselves, or until the Justices of the 
Peace, at their General or Quarter-Sessions, can place them out in some lawful 
Calling, as Servants, Apprentices, Soldiers, Mariners or otherwise, either within 
this Realm, or his Majesty's Colonies or Plantations inAmerica , which the said 
Sessions are impowered to do in such Manner as they shall think fit.

XXIX
Proviso for the Heirs or Assigns of John Dutton.

XXIX. Provided always, That this Act or any thing therein contained, or any 
Authority thereby given, shall not in any ways extend to disinherit, prejudice or 
hinder the Heirs or Assigns ofJohn Dutton of Dutton , late of the County of 
Chester , Esquire, deceased, their Heirs or Assigns, for, touching or concerning 
the Liberty, Privilege, Pre-eminence or Authority, Jurisdiction or Inheritance, which 
they, their Heirs or Assigns, now lawfully use, or have, or lawfully may, or ought to 
use within the County Palatine of Chester , and County of Chester , or either of 
them, by reason of any ancient Charters of any Kings of this Land, or by reason of 
any Prescription, or lawful Usage, or Title whatsoever.

XXX
Clause concerning erecting or enlarging Houses of Correction.

XXX. And for the better Execution of this Act, Be it further enacted by the 
Authority aforesaid, That upon the Presentment of the Grand Jury or Grand Juries 
at the Assizes, Great Session, or General Gaol Delivery, held for any County or 
Liberty, that there is no House of Correction; and that it will be necessary to 
provide one or more House or Houses of Correction in any such County, or in any 
Riding, Liberty, or Division, in any such County; or that the House or Houses of 
Correction already provided therein respectively, is or are not sufficient, and that it 
will be necessary to provide one or more House or Houses of Correction there, or 
that such House or Houses of Correction is or are not sufficient or convenient, or 
want to be enlarged; the Justices of the Peace of any County, Riding, Liberty, or 
Division, being at the General or Quarter-Sessions assembled, shall have full 
Power and Authority to build, erect, or enlarge, one or more fit or convenient 
House or Houses of Correction, or to buy or hire one or more fit or convenient 
House or Houses for that Purpose, with a convenient Backside or Outlet, or 
convenient Backsides or Outlets thereto adjoining or to purchase Land, and erect 
such House or Houses of Correction upon Part thereof, and to lay out the rest of 
such Land for such Backside or Backsides, Outlet or Outlets, within any such 



County, Riding, Liberty or Division, according to the true Intent and Effect of such 
Presentment; and the said Justices, being so assembled at the General or 
Quarter-Sessions, may and shall conclude and agree upon raising such Sums of 
Money, as upon Examination of able and sufficient Workmen, or any other Persons, 
shall appear to be necessary for building, erecting, or enlarging such House or 
Houses of Correction, or for purchasing or hiring a House, Houses, or Land (if 
thought necessary) for that Purpose: And if it shall be thought necessary for that 
Purpose, to buy or purchase any House, Houses, or Land, the House, Houses, or 
Land so purchased, shall be conveyed to such Person or Persons as the said 
Justices so assembled at their General or Quarter-Sessions, shall think fit, in Trust 
and for the Use and Purposes aforesaid.

XXXI
Houses of Correction to be under the Management of the Justices;

XXXI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the Justices of the 
Peace for any County, Riding, City, Borough, Town Corporate, Division, or Liberty, 
at their General or Quarter-Sessions, shall, and are hereby required, from time to 
time, to take effectual Care that the Houses of Correction already provided, or 
hereafter to be provided, within the Limits of their respective Jurisdictions, except 
such  Housesof Correction as have been, or shall be erected or maintained by any 
particular Founder or Founders, shall be duly fitted up, furnished, and supplied 
with sufficient Implements, Materials,and Furniture for keeping, relieving, setting 
to work, employing, and correcting all idle and disorderly Persons, Rogues, 
Vagabonds, incorrigible Rogues, and others, who shall be sent to, confined or 
continued in the same; and two of the Justices of the Peace within the respective 
Hundreds, Divisions, or Jurisdictions, where there shall be any House or Houses of 
Correction, or any two Justices who shall be appointed at the General or Quarter-
Sessions for that Purpose, shall and are hereby required to visit the same twice, or 
oftner if need be, in every Year, and to examine into the Estate and Management 
thereof and to report the same to the next General or Quarter-Sessions; to the 
Intent, that if any thing be amiss therein, the same may, by Order of such General 
or Quarter-Sessions, be reformed and amended; and the said Justices at their 
respective General or Quarter-Sessions, shall have the like Power and Authority 
over the Houses of Correction to be erected or purchased by virtue of this Act, as 
they have by virtue of any  Lawnow in Force, over those already erected and 
provided; and further, that if the said Governors or Masters of the said Houses of 
Correction shall not set or keep the said idle and disorderly Persons, Rogues, 
Vagabonds, or incorrigible Rogues to hard Labour, and punish and correct them 
according to the Directions of the Warrants or Orders by which they shall be 
committed to, or detained in their Custody, or shall otherwise misbehave 
themselves, or be defective, remiss, or negligent in their Duty; the said Justices, at 
their said General or Quarter-Sessions, are hereby required to set and impose 
such Fines and Penalties upon them, as they shall think fit and convenient, in the 
same Manner as Fines and Penalties may be set and imposed on Governors or 



Masters of Houses of Correction, for the Neglect therein mentioned, by an Actof 
Parliament passed in the seventh Year of the Reign of King James the First, 
intituled,An Act for the due Execution of divers Laws and Statutes heretofore made 
against Rogues, Vagabonds, and Sturdy Beggars, and other lewd and idle 
Persons ; which Fines and Penalties shall be paid to the Treasurer of the County, 
Riding, Liberty, or Division, and shall be accounted for by him as Part of the   
Publickor County Stock; and the said Justices at their respective General or 
Quarter-Sessions, may from time to time appoint and remove the Governor or 
Governors, Master or Masters, or other Officers of such Houses of Correction, and 
make such Orders and Regulations as they shall think fit, for the better governing 
and regulating of the said Houses of Correction, and for employing, relieving, and 
punishing the Persons therein, or for sending them to or from thence, according to 
the true Intent and Meaning of this Act; which said Order or Orders of such 
Justices shall be final to all Intents and Purposes, and noCertiorari shall be 
granted for the Removal of the same: And in Case the Person or Persons removed 
by Order of any General or Quarter-Sessions, shall refuse or neglect to quit the 
Possession of such House of Correction, from whence he or they are ordered to 
be removed, for the Space of ten Days next after Notice given him or them in 
Writing by the Clerk of the Peace; it shall and may be lawful to and for any two or 
more Justices of the Peace of the same County, Riding, Division, or Place (upon 
producing to them such Order of Sessions, or an attested Copy thereof, and upon 
Oath made before them by one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, of such 
Notice having been given to the Person or Persons so removed, and of his or their 
having refused or neglected to quit Possession) by Warrant under their Hands and 
Seals, to direct the Sheriff of the same County, Riding, Division, or Place, to 
remove him or them out of such House of Correction, and he is hereby authorized 
and required to clear the Possession thereof, in like Manner as upon a Writ of 
Habere facias possessionem .
 
'XXXII. And whereas Doubts have arisen, and may arise, where Authority is given 
to any Justice or Justices of the Peace, to commit Offenders to the House of 
Correction for Offences cognizable before them, out of the General or Quarter-
Sessions of the Peace, how long Offenders may be there detained, and in what 
Manner treated, where the Time and Manner of their Punishment is not by Law 
expresly directed, limited, or appointed;'  Beit therefore enacted by the Authority 
aforesaid, That where any Offenders shall be committed as aforesaid, by virtue of 
any Law now in being, or hereafter to be made, and the Time and Manner of their 
Punishment is not expresly limited, directed and appointed, the said Justice or 
Justices shall commit such Offender to the House of Correction, there to be kept 
to hard Labour until the next General or Quarter-Sessions, or until discharged by 
due Course of Law; and it shall and may be lawful for two Justices (of which the 
Justice who committed such Offender to be one) to discharge the said Offender 
before the said Sessions, if they see Cause; and if he shall not be so discharged, 



the said Sessions may either discharge him, or continue him in Custody for such 
Time as they shall see fit, not exceeding three Months.
 
XXXIII. And to defray the Expences of apprehending, passing, conveying, and 
maintaining Rogues, Vagabonds, and incorrigible Rogues, and likewise the 
Expences of erecting, purchasing, hiring, enlarging, altering, and repairing Houses 
of Correction, and of purchasing Land to erect them upon, and for Backsides and 
Outlets, and of sitting up and furnishing such Houses of Correction, and of 
sending Persons to and from the same, and employing them there, according to 
the Directions of this Act, and for defraying all other  Expencesnecessary for the 
Execution of this Act, not herein before provided for; Be it further enacted by the 
Authority aforesaid, That the Justices of the Peace at the General or Quarter-
Sessions, may and shall cause such Sums of Money as shall be necessary for all or 
any of the Purposes aforesaid, to be raised in the same Manner as Rates are 
directed to be raised by an Act made in the twelfth Year of the Reign of his present 
Majesty, intituled,An Act for the more easy assessing, collecting and levying of 
County Rates .
 
XXXIV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Person or 
Persons shall be sued for any Matter or Thing which he or they shall do in 
Execution of this Act, he or they may plead the General Issue, and give the Special 
Matter in Evidence; and if a Verdict shall pass for the Defendant, or the Plaintiff 
shall be nonsuited, or discontinue his Suit, the Defendant may 
recover TrebleCosts; and that this Actshall be deemed to commence from the first 
Day ofJune one thousand seven hundred and forty-four; and from that Time an 
Act made in the thirteenth Year of the Reign of his present Majesty, intituled,  An 
Act for amending and enforcing she Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and 
other idle and disorderly Persons, and for reducing the same into one Act of 
Parliament; and also for amending the Laws for erecting, providing, and regulating 
Houses of Correction, shall be, and is hereby repealed; but all the Acts therein 
mentioned to be repealed, are hereby declared to be repealed, and continue 
repealed.
Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as theJustices 
Commitment Act, 1743


