
Anno Regni G U L I E L M I & M A R I tertio.

An Act for the better Explanation and supplying the Defects of the 
former Laws, for the Settlement
of the Poor.

(3 Will. & Mar.) C A P. XI.

'WHEREAS one Act of Parliament made in the thirteenth and fourteenth Years of 
his late Majesty, KingCharles the Second, intituled, An Act for the better Relief of 
the Poor of this Kingdom (except what relates to the Corporation therein 
mentioned and constituted thereby) was revived and continued with some 
Alterations, by one other Act made in the first Year of the late King James the 
Second, and have been found by Experience to be good and wholesome Laws, but 
may shortly expire:'

II
& 14 Car. 2. c. 12. & 1 Jac. 2. c. 17. revived.

II. Be it therefore enacted by the King's and Queen's most excellent Majesties, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by Authority of the same, 
That the said Acts, as to what relates to the Settlements of the Poor, shall be in 
force from the first Day ofMarch one thousand six hundred ninety-one.

III
The Note of Settlement must be read in the Church, and registred in the 
Poors Book.

III. But forasmuch as the said Acts are somewhat defective and doubtful;' For 
supplying and explaining the same, be it further provided and enacted by the 
Authority aforesaid, That the forty Days Continuance of such Person in a Parish or 
Town, intended by the said Acts to make a Settlement, shall be accounted from 
the Publication of a Notice in Writing, which he or she shall deliver, of the House of 
his or her Abode, and the Number of his or her Family, if he or she have any, to the 
Churchwarden or Overseer of the Poor, which said Notice in Writing the said 
Churchwarden or Overseer of the Poor is or are hereby required to read, or cause 
to be read publickly, immediately after Divine Service, in the Churchor Chapel of 
the said Parish or Town, on the next Lord's Day when there shall be divine Service 
in the same; and the said Churchwarden or Overseer of the Poor is or are hereby 
required to register, or cause to be registered, the said Notice in Writing in the 
Book kept for the Poors Accounts.

IV
No Soldier, &c. to have Settlement before Dismission.



IV. Provided always, and be it enacted, That no Soldier, Seaman, Shipwright, or 
other Artificer or Workman employed in their Majesties Service, shall have any 
Settlement in any Parish, Port Town, or other Town, by Delivery and Publication of 
a Notice in Writing as aforesaid, unless the same be after the Dismission of such 
Person out of their Majesties Service.

V
Penalty upon Charchwarden refusing to read or register.

V. And be it further enacted, That if any Churchwarden or Overseer of the Poor 
shall refuse or neglect to read or cause to be read, such Notice in Writing as 
aforesaid, in such Manner, Place, and Time as aforesaid, he or they for every such 
Offence (upon Proof thereof by two credible Witnesses upon Oath,before any 
Justice of the Peace for the same County, Riding, or Division, City, or Town-
corporate, where Complaint thereof shall be made) shall forfeit the Sum of forty 
Shillings to the Use of the Party grieved, to be levied by Distress and Sale of the 
Offender or Offenders Goods, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal of any Justice 
of the Peace within the said Jurisdictions respectively, to the Constable of the 
Parish or Town where such Offender or Offenders dwell, the Overplus, if any be, to 
be returned to the Owner or Owners; and for want of such sufficient Distress, the 
said Justice shall commit him or them to the common Gaol of the said County, 
City, or Town Corporate, there to remain without Bail or Mainprize for the Space of 
one Month; and if any Churchwarden or Overseer of the Poor shall refuse or 
neglect to register, or cause to be registered, such Notice in Writing as aforesaid, 
he or they so offending, upon the like Conviction, shall forfeit the Sum of forty 
Shillings to the Use of the Poor of the Parish or Town where such Offender or 
Offenders dwell, to be levied as aforesaid, the Overplus, if any be, to be returned 
to the Owner or Owners; and for want of such sufficient Distress, then the said 
Justice shall commit such Offender or offenders as aforesaid, for the Time 
aforesaid.

VI
Serving as Officer, or paying Parish Duties, a Settlement.

VI. Provided always, and be it enacted, That if any Person, who shall come to 
inhabit in any Town or Parish, shall for himself and on his own Account execute any 
publick annual Office or Charge in the said Town or Parish, during one whole Year, 
or shall be charged with and pay his Share towards the publick Taxes or Levies of 
the said Town or Parish, then he shall be adjudged and deemed to have a legal 
Settlement in the same, though no such Notice in Writing be delivered and 
published, as is hereby before required.

VII
Service for a Year, of Person without Wise or Child, a Settlement.

VII. And it is hereby further enacted, That if any unmarried Person, not having 
Child or Children, shall be lawfully hired into any Parish or Town for one Year, such 
Service shall be adjudged and deemed a good Settlement therein, thought no 
such Notice in Writing be delivered and published, as is herein before required.



VIII
Apprenticeship a Settlement.

VIII. And it is hereby further enacted, That if any Person shall be bound an 
Apprentice by Indenture, and inhabit in any Town or Parish, such Binding and 
Inhabitation shall be adjudged a good Settlement, though no such Notice in 
Writing be delivered and published as aforesaid.

IX
Appeal from Justice of Peace to Quarter-Sessions, whose Order shall be 
final.

IX. Provided always, and be it hereby enacted, That if any Person or Persons shall 
find him, her, or themselves aggrieved by any Determination, which any Justice or 
Justices of the Peace shall make in any of the Cases abovesaid, the said Person or 
Persons shall have Liberty to appeal to the next General Quarter-Sessions of the 
Peace, to be held for the said County, Riding, or Division, City, or Town Corporate, 
who upon full Hearing of the said Appeal shall have full Power finally to determine 
the same.

X
Church warden must receive a Person removed by Warrant of two 
Justices of Peace, upon 5 l. Penalty.

X. And be it further enacted, That if any Person be removed by virtue of this Act 
from one County, Riding, City, Town-corporate, or Liberty to another, by Warrant 
under the Hands and Seals of two Justices of the Peace, the Churchwardens or 
Overseers of the Poor of the said Parish or Town, to which the said Person shall be 
so removed, are hereby required to receive the said Person, and if he or they shall 
refuse so to do, he or they so refusing or neglecting (upon Proof thereof by two 
credible Witnesses upon Oath before any Justice of the Peace of the County, 
Riding, City, or Town-corporate, to which the said Person shall be so removed) 
shall forfeit for each Offence the Sum of five Pounds, to the Use of the Poor of the 
Parish or Town from which the said Person was removed, to be levied by Distress 
and Sale of the Offender or Offenders Goods, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal 
of any Justice of the Peace of the County, Riding, City, or Town-corporate, to 
which such Person was removed, to the Constable of the Parish or Town where 
such Offender or Offenders dwell; which Warrant the said Justice is hereby 
impowered and required to make; the Overplus, if any be, to be returned to the 
Owner or Owners; and for want of such sufficient Distress, then the said Justice 
shall commit the said Offender or Offenders to the common Gaol of the said 
County, Riding, City, or Town-corporate, or Liberty, there to remain without Bail or 
Mainprize for the Space of forty Days: Provided always, and be it hereby enacted, 
That all such Personswho think themselves aggrieved with any such Judgment of 
the said two Justices may appeal to the next General Quarter-Sessions of the 
Peace to be held for the County, Riding, City, Town-corporate, or Liberty, from 
which the said Person was so removed.
 



'XI. And whereas many Inconveniencies do daily arise in Cities, Towns-corporate, 
and Parishes, where the Inhabitants are very numerous, by reason of the unlimited 
Power of the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, who do frequently upon 
frivolous Pretences (but chiefly for their own private Ends) give Relief to what 
Persons and Number they think fit, and such Persons, being entered into the 
Collection Bill, do become after that a great Charge to the Parish, notwithstanding 
the Occasion or Pretence of their receiving Collection oftentimes ceases, by which 
Means the Rates for the Poor are daily increased, contrary to the true Intent of a 
Statute made in the forty-third Year of the Reign of her Majesty QueenElizabeth , 
intituled, An Act for the Relief of the Poor :' For remedying of which, and 
preventing the like Abuses for the future, Be it further enacted, That from and 
after the first Day of March there shall be provided and kept in every Parish (at the 
Charge of the same Parish) a Book or Books, wherein the Names of all such 
Persons who do or may receive Collection shall be registered, with the Day and 
Year when they were first admitted to have Relief, and the Occasion which brought 
them under that  Necessity: And that yearly inEaster Week (or as often as it shall 
be thought convenient) the Parishioners of every Parish shall meet in their Vestry 
or other usual Place of Meeting in the same Parish, before whom the said Book 
shall be produced, and all Persons receiving Collection to be called over, and the 
Reasons of their taking Relief examined, and a new List made and entred, of such 
Persons as they shall think fit and allow to receive Collection, and that no other 
Person be allowed to have or receive Collection at the Charge of the said Parish, 
but by Authority under the Hand of one Justice of Peaceresiding within such 
Parish, or (if none be there dwelling) in the Parts near or next adjoining, or by 
Order of the Justices in their respective Quarter-Sessions, except in Cases of 
pestilential Diseases, Plague, or Small-pox, for and in respect of such Families only 
as are or shall be therewith infected.
 
'XII. And whereas many Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, and other 
Persons intrusted to receive Collections for the Poor, and other publick Monies 
relating to the Churches and Parishes whereunto they do belong, do often 
mispend the said Monies, and take the same to their own Use, to the great 
Prejudice of such Parishes, and the Poor, and other Inhabitants thereof; and 
because that many Times the Judges, when Actions are brought against such 
Churchwardens and Overseers, to recover the Monies so mispent, taken, or 
misapplied by the Persons aforesaid, refuse to admit the Parishioners to be 
Witnesses in such Cases, who are the only Persons that can make Proof 
thereof:' Whereforeto prevent all such evil and deceitful Practices of 
Churchwardens, and overseers, and other Persons, Be it enacted and declared, 
That in all Actions to be brought in their Majesties Courts of Record 
atWestminster , or at the Assizes, for the Recovery of any Sum or Sums of Money 
so mispent or taken by Churchwardens or Overseers of the Poor, the Evidence of 
the Parishioners, or any of them, other than of such as receive Alms or any 



Pension or Gift out of such Collections or publick Monies of such Parish or 
Parishes respectively whereof the Defendant or Defendants is or are Inhabitant or 
Inhabitants, shall be taken and admitted in all such Cases in the Courts aforesaid; 
any Custom, Rule, Order, or  Usageto the contrary notwithstanding.

Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as thePoor Relief Act, 
1691


