
Anno tricesimo nono Regin Elizabeth .

An Act for erecting of Hospitals, or Abiding and Working Houses for 
the Poor.

(39 Eliz. 1) C A P. V.

'WHEREAS at the last Session of Parliament, Provision was made as well for 
maimed Soldiers by Collection in every Parish as for other Poor, that it should be 
lawful for every Person, during twenty Years next after the said Parliament, by 
Feoffment, Will in Writing, or other Assurance, to give and bequeath in Fee-simple, 
as well to the Use of the Poor as for the Provision, Sustentation, or Maintenance of 
any House of Correction, or Abiding-Houses, or of any Stocks or Stores, all or any 
Part of his Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments: (2) Her most excellent Majesty 
understanding and finding that the said good Law has not taken such Effect as 
was intended, by reason that no Person can erect or incorporate any Hospital, 
Houses of Correction, or Abiding-places but her Majesty, or by her Highness 
special Licence, by Letters Patents under the Great Seal ofEngland in that Behalf 
to be obtained:' (3) Her Majesty graciously affecting the good Success of so good 
and charitable Works, and that without often Suit unto her  Majesty, and with as 
great Ease and little Charge as may be, is of her Princely Care and blessed 
Disposition to and for the Relief and Comfort of maimed Soldiers, Mariners, and 
other poor and impotent People, pleased and contented that it be enacted by 
Authority of this present Parliament; (4)And be it enacted by the Authority of this 
present Parliament, That all and every Person and Persons seised of an Estate in 
Fee-simple, their Heirs, Executors or Assigns, at his or their Wills and Pleasures, 
shall have full Power, Strength, Licence and lawful Authority, at any Time during 
the Space of twenty Years next ensuing, by Deed inrolled in the High Court 
Chancery, to erect, found and establish one or more Hospitals,Maisons de Dieu , 
Abiding-places or Houses of Correction, at his or their Will and Pleasure, as well 
for the finding, Sustentation and Relief of the maimed, poor, needy or impotent 
People, as to set the Poor to work, to have Continuance for ever, and from Time to 
Time to place therein such Head and Members, and such Number of Poor, as to 
him, his Heirs and Assigns shall seem convenient:  (5)And that the same Hospitals 
or Houses so founded, shall be incorporated, and have perpetual Successions for 
ever, in Fact, Deed and Name, and of such Head, Members, and Numbers of poor, 
needy, maimed or impotent People as shall be appointed, assigned, limited or 
named by the Founder or Founders, his or their Heirs, Executors or Assigns, by 
any such Deed inrolled: (6)And that such Hospital,Maison de Dieu , Abiding-Place 
or House of Correction, and the Persons therein placed, shall be incorporated, 



named and called by such Name as the said Founder or Founders, his Heirs, 
Executors or Assigns, shall so limit assign and appoint: (7) And the same Hospital, 
Maison de Dieu , Abiding-place or  Houseof Correction so incorporated and 
named, shall be a Body Corporate and Politick, and shall by that Name of 
Incorporation have full Power, Authority and lawful Capacity and Ability to 
purchase, take, hold, receive, enjoy and have, to them and to their Successors for 
ever, as well Goods and Chattels, as Manors, Lands, Tenements and 
Hereditaments, being Freehold, of any Person or Persons whatsoever: Sothat the 
same exceed not the yearly Value of two hundred Pounds above all Charges and 
Reprises, to any one such Abiding-house, Hospital,Maison de Dieu or House of 
Correction, and so as the same or any Part thereof, be not holden of our Sovereign 
Lady the Queen, her Heirs or Successors, immediately in Chief, or else of our said 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, or any other Person by Knight's Service; without 
 Licenceor Writ ofAd quod Damnum ; the Statute of Mortmain, or any other Statute 
or Law to the contrary notwithstanding:  (8)And that the same Hospital,Maison de 
Dieu , Abiding-place or House of Correction, and the Persons so being 
incorporated, founded and named, shall have full Power, and lawful Authority by 
the true Name of the Incorporation thereof, to sue and to be sued, implead and to 
be impleaded, to answer and to be answered unto, in all manner of Courts and 
Places that now are or hereafter shall be within this  Realm, as well Temporal as 
Spiritual, in all manner of Suits whatsoever, and of what Nature and Kind soever 
such Suits or Actions be or shall be: (9) And that the same Hospital,Maison de 
Dieu, Abiding-house or House of Correction, shall have and enjoy for ever such a 
common Seal or Seals, as by the said Founder or Founders, his or their Heirs, 
Executors or Assigns, shall be in Writing under his or their Hand and Seal 
assigned, named or appointed, whereby the same Corporation shall or may seal 
any manner of Instrument touching the same Incorporation, and the Lands, 
Tenements, Hereditaments, Goods or other Things thereto belonging, or in any 
wise touching or concerning the same:  (10)And further shall be ordered, directed 
and visited, placed or upon just Cause displaced, by such Person or Persons, 
Bodies Politick or Corporate, their Heirs, Successors or Assigns, as shall be so 
nominated or assigned by the Founder or Founders thereof, their Heirs or Assigns, 
according to such Rules, Statutesand Ordinances, as shall be set forth, made, 
devised or established by the said Founder or Founders, their Heirs or Assigns, in 
Writing under his or their Hand and Seal, not being Repugnant or contrary to the 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm; any Law, Statute, Custom, Usage or other Thing 
whatsoever to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding: (11)And that it shall be 
lawful unto the Founder or Founders, his and their Heirs or Assigns, upon the 
Death or Removing of any Head or Member of any such Corporation, to place one 
other in he Room of him that dieth, or is removed, successively for ever.

II
Leases made by Hospitals.

II. Provided always, That all Leases, Grants, Conveyances or Estates to be made by 



any Corporation so to be founded as aforesaid, exceeding the Number of one and 
twenty Years, and that in Possession, and whereupon the accustomable yearly 
Rent or more, by the greater Part of twenty Years next before the making of such 
Lease, shall not be reserved and yearly payable, shall be void. (2)Saving to all 
Persons, Bodies Politick and Corporate, their Heirs and Successors, (other than 
the Founders and Givers, their Heirs and Successors), all such Right, Title, Claim, 
Possession, Rents, Services, Commons, Demands, Interest and Profits, which they 
or any of them shall have, or of Right ought to have, of, in or to any the Lands, 
Tenements or Hereditaments hereafter to be given, limited or assigned in Form 
aforesaid, in as ample Manner as if this Statute had never been had or made.

III
Certain Persons not enabled to create Hospitals.

III. Provided also, That this Act or any Thing therein contained shall not extend to 
enable any Person or Persons, being within Age, Women covert without their 
Husbands, or of notsanoe memorioe, to make any such Corporation, or to endow 
the same; any Thing in this present Act to the contrary thereof in any wise 
notwithstanding.

IV
Ten Pounds Lands at the least shall be assured to an Hospital.

IV. Provided always, That no such Hospital,Maison de Dieu , Abiding place or 
House of Correction shall be erected, founded or incorporated by Force of this 
Act, unless upon the Foundation or Erection thereof, the same be endowed for 
ever, with Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments of the clear yearly Value of ten 
Pounds by the Year.
 
V. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That no such Incorporation to be 
founded by Force of this Act shall at any Time hereafter do or suffer to be done 
any Act or Thing, whereby or by Means whereof any of the Lands, Tenements, 
Hereditaments, Stock, Goods or Chattels of such Incorporation, or any Estate, 
Interest, Possession or Property of or in the same or any of them, shall be vested 
or transferred in or to any other whatsoever, contrary to the true Meaning of this 
Act: (2)And that such Construction shall be made upon this Act as shall be most 
Beneficial and available for the Maintenance of the Poor, and for repressing and 
avoiding of all Actsand Devices to be invented or put in ure contrary to the true 
Meaning of this Act. [Made perpetual by 21 Jac. 1. c. 1.]
Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as theHospitals for 
the Poor Act, 1597


