
Poor Act, 1575

(18 Eliz. 1) C A P. III.

Anno decimo octavo Regin Elizabeth.

Justices of Peace shall order the Punishment of the Mother and reputed Father of 
a Bastard,&c.
A Rogueshall be conveyed from Constable to Constable until he come to the Gaol. 
A Stock to set the Poor on Work shall be provided in every City and Town 
Corporate. Houses of Correction shall be assigned in every County. Lands holden 
in Socage may, during twenty Years, be given towards the Maintenances of 
Houses of Correction and Stocks for the Poor. E X P.

II
Cro. Car. 341, 350, 470.

II. Concerning Bastards begotten and born out of lawful Matrimony, (an Offence 
against God's Law and Man's Law) the said Bastards being now left to be kept at 
the Charges of the Parish where they be born, to the great Burden of the same 
Parish, and in defrauding of the Relief of the impotent and aged true Poorof the 
same Parish, and to the evil Example and Encouragement of lewd Life: (2) It is 
ordained and enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That two Justices of the Peace 
(whereof one to be of theQuorum , in or next unto the Limits where the Parish 
Church is, within which Parish such Bastard shall be born, upon Examination of the 
Cause and Circumstance) shall and may by their Discretion take Order, as well for 
the Punishment of the Mother and reputed Father of such Bastard Child, as also 
for the better Relief of every such  Parishin Part or in all; (3) and shall and may 
likewise by like Discretion take Order for the Keeping of every such Bastard Child, 
by charging such Mother or reputed Father, with the Payment of Money weekly or 
other Sustentation for the Relief of such Child, in such wise as they shall think 
meet and convenient:(4) And if after the same Order by them subscribed under 
their Hands, any the said Persons,viz . Mother or reputed Father, upon Notice 
thereof, shall not for their Part observe and perform the said Order; that then 
every such Party so making Default in not performing of the said Order, to be 
committed to ward to the common Gaol, (5) there to remain without Bail or 
Mainprise, except he, she or they shall put in sufficient Surety to perform the said 
Order, or else personally to appear at the next General Sessions of the Peace to be 
holden in that County where such Order shall be taken, (6) and also to abide such 
Order as the said Justices of the Peace or the more Part of them then and there 
shall take in that Behalf (if they then and there shall take any;) (7) and that if at the 
said Sessions the said Justices shall take no other Order, then to abide and 



perform the Order before made as is is aforesaid. [3 Car. 1. c. 4. continued until 
the End of the first Session of the next Parliament, and farther continued by 16 
Car. 1. c. 4.]
Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as thePoor Act, 1575


