
Anno decimo quarto Regin Elizabeth.

An Act for the Assurance of Gifts, Grants,&c. made and to be made 
to and for the Relief
of the Poor in the Hospitals,&c . 

(14 Eliz. 1) C A P. XIV.

'WHERE our late Sovereign Lord of famous Memory KingEdward the Sixth, by his 
Letters Patents dated the twenty-sixth Day of June in the seventh Year of his most 
gracious Reign, did found, erect, and establish three Hospitals in and near to the 
City of London , called the Hospitals of King Edward the Sixth, of Christ Bridewell , 
and St. Thomas the Apostle; and by his said Letters Patents gave and granted 
Power and Liberty for purchasing of Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments for the 
Relief and Sustentation of the Poor in the said Hospitals, as by the said Letters 
Patents more plainly appeareth. And whereas also our late Sovereign Lord King 
Henry the Eighth, by his Letters Patents dated the thirteenth of January in the 
thirty-eighth Year of his Reign, did found an Hospital in West-Smithfield called 
Little St. Bartholomew's, near London . And whereas divers well-disposed and 
charitable Persons have given Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, to the Relief 
and Sustentation of the Poor, not only in the said Hospitals, but also in other 
Hospitals. And as it is hoped many more hereafter will likewise charitably give, and 
where many of such Gifts and Assurances have been and are likely to be made by 
the last Wills of the Givers thereof, at which Time for want of Counsel or other 
Opportunities, it may happen that the right Name of the said Corporation hath not 
or shall not be truly named or expressed, whereby may grow some Question of the 
Validity of such Grants, Gifts or Devises:' Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's 
most excellent Majesty, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That all 
Gifts, Grants, Legacies, Devises and Assurances made or to be made of any 
Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, by Will, Feoffments or otherwise, to the 
Use or for the Relief of the Poor in any Hospital now remaining and being in Esse , 
and imployed to the Relief or Maintenance of the Poor in the said Hospitals, or any 
of them, shall be as good and available in Law, according to the true Meaning of 
any such Donor, Grantor, Testator, Devisor or Assurer, as if the said Corporation 
had been or were in the Writings or Deeds of such Gifts, Grants, Devise or 
Assurance, or in such last Will or Testament, rightly or truly named; any such 
misnaming, misreciting, or not true naming or reciting of the said Corporation to 
the contrary notwithstanding: Saving to all and every Person and Persons, Bodies 
Politick and Corporate, their Heirs and Successors, other than such Donor, 



Grantor, Testator, Devisor and Assurer, their Heirs and Successors, all such Right, 
Title and Interest, as they or any of them have or shall have in or to any Lands, 
Tenements or Hereditaments so given, granted, devised or assured, as if this Act 
had never been had nor made. And where in the last Parliament holden at 
Westminster it was provided and enacted among other Things,  That from 
henceforth allLeases, Gifts, Grants, Feoffments, Conveyances or Estates, to be 
had, made or suffered by any Master and Fellows of any College, Dean and 
Chapter of any Cathedral Church, Master or Guardian of any Hospital, Parson, 
Vicar, or any other having any Spiritual Living of any House, Lands, Tenementsor 
Hereditaments, Parcel of the Possession of any such College, Cathedral Church, 
Hospital, Parsonage, Vicarage or other Spiritual Promotion, or pertaining to the 
same, or any of them, to any Person or Persons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, 
other than for Term of one and twenty Years, or three Lives, in Manner and Form 
as is mentioned in the said Act, should be utterly void and of none Effect. Be it 
enacted and declared by the Authority of this present Parliament, That these 
Words (Master or Guardian) of any Hospital mentioned in the said former Act, were 
intended and meant of all Hospitals, Maison Dieus , Beadhouses, and other 
Houses ordained for the Sustentation or Relief of the Poor, and so shall be 
expounded, declared and taken for ever.

Note : this act is listed in the Chronological Table of Statutes as theHospitals for 
the Poor Act, 1572


